

GOVERNMENT OP INDIA 

DEPARTMENT OF ARCHAEOLO&Y 

CENTRAL ARCHAEOLOGICAL 
LIBRARY 


Class___ 

OAi.t Nn 

D.G,A. T9. 








































) 




DGA^52-3SQ. 



Frice Hs, ff or ifa* 



































MEMOIRS OF THE . 
archeological survey of INDIA 


No. 52 

A MEMOIR ON 

KOTLA FIROZ SHAH, 

DELHI 


BY 

J. A. PAGE, A.R.LBA., 

Lait Superintendent, Archisologkat Saroey of India, 


■WITH A TRANSLATION OF SIRAT-I~F1R0ZSHAHI 

BY 

MOHAMMAD HAMID KURAISHI, BA, 
SuperiniendenU Archaolagical Survey of India, 

22-324 



DELHI: MiLNAGEU OF PUBLICATIONS 
1937 . 



''CcXr A- « 












List of Agents in India whom 

Government of India PubUcations are avaUabic. 

(d) pBOTOdAL GOTEaWMlUiT BCtOS l>JffW5- 

GwtsrnmentPrtWvMomt R«4, w 

aoHBdv :^opdrint«dm.t. Printing and Statin^ry. Qu^* 

Siuin f-M»n*g#r. Sind G«Tctniii«it Bank J)«pat and luw*clii Cf^fUr). 

UinT£i> PaanwcEflSwpaifim»*Mlontt OovunmMitit Pr*, AHa^b^ 

PtrjGjAJj ;^ttporail«sdflat, GoTommaot Printing. Fnnjab* Ijilituv- 
Blul 4 Superintoiiilfliit, QawmuoAnt Printing* Btuin*^ JUngooo- 

PR^o«;-^nE*^t«wkiitp GnT«iiiMnt Printing, OwtnJ P™ria<». ^ilgpu^, 

/iftAxn till ptirintflDdent. ^ niiiTTi i SpctfitAMiti Fiw*^ Bhill'Otig. 

Jtaa* Go«nUD«t Printins. F. O* Qnlx^Wh. 

Nnjrro-WWT F«oirri» ^^MaiiPenr. Gatmuhwhi Pnntnn «wl btattoMiT, P*-liaw«. 

OateU Pmi* OBSmt, tSMartrtiat, 

((>) PHTfan BOOK'S ■Li.iiBs 


AdTaui BfoUvtfi, P- 0- Ho* 100. Oo^poro. 
jl*to Storas, KwU.* 

BiuiOrijo t Coh I-ld' Statloii Rood, AjaM- 
pm i g.1 Pairing Club, I>um I>uci Gontt.* 

Bbomuuii A Son*, K#» Delhi* 

RcNdi Oempony. CslEiitte. 

BooUoTor’s Rowrt, TAihod* 'rrirondtum. South Indi*. 
Bondo Booh Clnb^ Ltd., R«i«iKin. 

ButtoTworth A Co. lladiA), Ltd*. Cslcutta. 

Cfanttoilofr A Co.. S, BAohanim CUtUoioa Lmw. 
CKicUltB. 

ChnkiKTgrly^ Chfltt«ijf» A. Cn,» Ltd., 13* CoUflp* 
SquATB* CdcutiK. 

IhaA Oupt. A Cp„ 64/3. CoUog# Stnot, Cnieutta. 

Drihi and U. P, Fijing dob, Ltd., IWhi.* 

EngU^ Book Ikpot, Fenraopowa 
EcgJwh Book»t&ll, ZUimriun 
Fmkk Ciuwvd MorwiL. P«3i*wir Cwitt. 

Ftmo Bcwk Agffflcy* Biml*. 

Hi g ginboHuuniu 

Hlndu Librity* Bakmn B* ^stiwt, CaJmitt*. 

Hydorkbul Boot Bepol, Ch»d»fgJaAt, Hyderabul 
[l>DCCAn)i 

ImPBriAi J>c^i null PrwH, Mv^ld 

(UmcbhliwKlUi). Drihi. 

Indijiii Army Book Dnpot, Dmy^lbogh, Agt*. 

Indiu Army Book D*pot, Juihitidiir City sud Dny*- 
rluk Dollu. 

Imlian Book ^ihop, Bm^im City. 

Indiui School Supply Depots Centrml AvenWi Sonih+ 
P. 0+ Dtnur-lloaUlli, OJcnU*, 

ImoiBiM PohUcIty Co.p Ltd., Lohci«- 
Imonution*! Book Serrioo. Pootm 4 . 

Jaequoi A Co.. RowJ, Nugpur* Mi»^. 

Nction. 

Jaina A BnJS*. Mori G»i#. Dslhi *imI CmiBMsht 
PUto, Swr nslhi, M«SI». J, SI. 

■ K.miJa Book Dopot, 16, i'olkgo Squaro, CalcutU. 
Kanutaha pubtuhiDg Homo, Basgalora City. 

Koalo A Oo., Karachi. 

Hilaldftan, IT-A* City Road, Allahabad. 

Kridsnaswami A Co., Tbppakulun P. O., Triehinopoly 

Fart» Mma. 

lAkiri A Oq.* Cokotl*. B. E- 

L£h!» 1 Srif-Dort. loititiiito, Boratwy. 


Malhotn k Co>t Poit Bo^ SI*. W. lAhm* Momts, P* 
yiuEmi Book ^ap, AfiArkili BtroeL Lfthore- 
ModtiTo Book Dvpot, B*em Bosd, Sblkot Ckntomnmatd 
^n hnnlal I^OBOokllAi SllAll, BA^kot. 

Nunilkiriioiv k Bvm., Cka^rk. Bowid City. 

Xo* Book Oo. " Eitmb MAhiir% Hnmby RoaiL 
Borntwy. 

Neurntati A Oa„ Ltd., Cakotta, Mami*. W. 

Oxlonl Book and Sutinnory Oonpany, IMlki. Lahoro, 

Simla* Mnemt and CaIcnttA. 


Londnn Book Co. (.India), Aihab Road, Poahawar, 
Mnmo^ Xowiktni wid Jtwndpindi. 


Firikb k CO., BarodA, M*hi4- B. 

Fionaor Hook Snpriy Co„ 2», SUb K*w’.«a »** 
C«lf!iitti, *nd alftp Ckrtb M*Tkot^ DhUjl 

Fopulur Book Depot* Orttnt Eoed, Bombay* 

Punjab HriifioiiJi Boot SoeKty,p ljihof«. 
fta|;huiiath Pfgaad k BoQAt Pktlia City. 

Hama Kririma A Hon*, Bot>k-*Blksr*, Aimrkali, 
lUm Kriabim Oppoah* Biabmmbag, Poon* City- 
Ham Narain UL Katra, Allaliabad, 

JUnmlb Bo&k Depot k BtatiotlOiy Mjirt, Kalknwr* 
GaiiCi Delhi ^ 

Ray A Sot* 43, K. A L. fidwmrdiw B«d* Rawalpindi, 
Munae and Foahawaj', Mism™, J. 

Ilpy Chowdhuiy A Co.. H. Coll«ao Sijuatti, Cahnitta, 

3iSewm, N. M. 

Earaat A Son*. 15. ChUBgo Sq«*n>, Cafcntla, Maura. 

M.a 

Sarkar A Co., Ltd*. 1». Bhwoa Clu™ Day Sl^t, and 
A/f, llaatlngb Stfooi, Calcutta, Mesara. P. L. 

Standard BookrtitlL Karachi. 

Sundatd Bookitall, Quatta. 

Stoadaid Book Depot, l^borw, Dalhomlo and DoUw* 
Standanl La* Book Sockrty , W. Harrlaott Road. 
Calcutta. 

Tanpotovala Son* A Co., Bo»bay. Mas*H. i>- H< 
Thacker A Co.. Ltd.. Bombay. 

Thacker. Bpink A Co.. Ltd., Cakotta asd Sie^- 
Tripattki A Co., Book-«lJ«e,_Prin™.a Si toot, Kalbadoif 1 
Ro^, Hojabay, Meaira. K. M, 

Umvonity Bonk Ageney, Kacheri Road, Lahom. 
Tjrmfir India PuhB»bing Monlo, Ltd., litoratort 
%*<», Anunuddaiii* Path, Lucknow. 

Vaiadachaiy A Co., Sladn* Umm«. P. 
Vonkatanubban. A., Ln* Book^oUar, VeDiMO. 

WhMb* A Co.. Allahabad, Calcutta and Bombay. 
JlfljMRBn Ab H- 

Yonna Man A Go« Ajninr and E^wton Road, Delhi. 

. AgeBt for pobboatkim on ATiatwn only. 









central ARCIiAEOt/J.ilGAL 

LiSRA^-lY, .tW Dti.HL 

Act. . . 

CailKa 3^1 C%yj 



TABLE OF CONTENTS. 


Preface * ^ ■ 

FiK>zabad, the town 
KotU Rros Shah, the Citadel. 

The Lftt Pjfrainid . . - ■ 

The connecting bridge 
The Moaque .... * 

The river front and Royal palaces . 

Interior conita and Oates . > 

The .. 

Water Tonlca and Ducts . 

The Citadel Walla; Main entrance hay 
Defence of the walls 
Contemporary accounto of the Citadel 
Fiiozabad the Royal retreat . 

Features of the Palaces . 

The Corps of the Palace Slaves 
The Sultan emerges in State . 

Bvents at the CStadol 
The Snltan’s Gardena 
The Sultan’s buildings 
His Chief Architect 

The Royal cstabliahmentB and domestic arrangements 
Subsequent History of the Hotla . » * • 

The Saltan retires m favour of his son hluhammad Rhan 
Flight of Muhammad Khan and his aupeisesaion by Sultan Fima’s 

Shah ..... 

Death of Fiios Shah ... 

Death of bis auccesaor Tugblaq Shah and eothronement of Muhammad Khan at 

Death of Suite o .. 

Succeaekm of Prince Mahmud at Jahanpanah ...<■* 
RebeUion and rival sovereignty of his cousin Nasrat Shah at Firorabad . 

Timur’s invasion .... 

Subsequent History 
Appendix ... - * 

■Pranslntion of the eitracta from Si'rof-i-FiroMfioA* tFoUoa 91 (h) to 105 (&)] 
Transcript of [FoUoe 91 (6) to 106 (b)] with illuatiatiotis 


grandson, Tughlsq 


Page. 

VII 

1 

2 
3 

5 

6 

7 

8 
8 
9 

9 

10 
11 
11 
11 
15 
15 
IS 
IS 
IS 
10 

, 10 
. 17 

, 17 




18 

18 

18 

19 

19 

20 
20 

25 

26 
30 
51 

25 pages. 






































LIST OF PLATES. 

Futb Ij—E otla Piio* Shall, Delhi 

Bara gateway. Geaera] view. (Soath-wert). 

PtATE IL—Ko^Kro* Shfih,DaIlii; 7ve ITeiseaue! a oDD|eQtoial recoottractioii of the rained 
citadel. 

Flats HI.—Kotia Firoa Shah, Delhi; Perspective view of Rvei fW>nt . 

Plate IF.—Kotla Firoz Shah, Delhi j General view of the mwqae. (Koith-weet), 

Plate F^Kotla Firoz Shah, Delhi; view of the Lot Pyramid. 

Plate VIHColoared.) Kotla Piioi Shah. Delhi ; lUnstTatione fk^m 

(«) Bemoving wheda of the cart from one aide and tying ropee and pnlHiig ap the 
pillar to place it in the boat. 

f 6) Arrival of boat with pfllar on the bank of the Jumna (near Delhi), tying ropee to 

the pillar to remove it from the boat and place it on the oart. 

(o) The monolith being carried on the ladha (cart) tovratda the town of Piioiahad 

(Dellii). 

(d) Amval of the cart with pillar in front of the moBqne of Firoiabad (Delhi). 









LIST OF ILLUSTRATIONS APPEARING IN THE 
TRANSCRIPT OF SIRAT-I-FIROZSHAHI. 

f ]{}, Election of piers and pnUeys and of ropes, for taking down tbe stone pillar. 

jfiG. 2.— Pasheb on which the stone pillar would rrat while taken down. 

FtG. 3.—KrectioD of paDeya and raising the piUar in order to place it on the hiha (cart). 

Fio. 4.—Arrival of the iadha with the atone pillar, at the bank of tke Jamna river. 

Fio. e.—Constructing the foundations of a structure, 61 yards a^^uare thereon to set up the pillar. 
Fio. 6.—Building of the first storey and raising the pillar on its top by means of ropes. 

Fio. T.—Plan of the second storey. 

Fig. S.—Haising the pUlai two yards at a tune, first at one end and then at the other. 

Pig, 9 ,—ThinI storey of the structure on which the pillar was set up. 







1 








PREFACE. 

Ill th® preparAtioii of fcliia memoif' on the rum® of Kotla Fiioz Sb&h at Delhi 
Mr. Page bad in mind the desirabilitj* of attempting to retrieve for the reader the 
original atmoaphere " of the old fabric, with all its historical associationa and 
charm; and to reveal the distinctive and outlook of those who foimded 

and peopled it in the 14th Centnijr A.D. 

Afl a means to this, Mr. Page had recourse to the original narratives of the Mm- 
saltnan historians of the time (as translated in Messrs. hSlliott and Dowsott’s in¬ 
valuable volumes) and has q^uoted in extenso froin their writings. Verbose and 
redundant though these anna ls often are, they nevertheless reflect, as nothing 
else can, the mentality of their environment and period, and will, it is hoped, help 
the reader to visualise the life of the time, and repopulate for him the empty 
remains of what was once the royal retreat of a Turkish King of Delhi. 

Besides the works, particularly by Muslim historians referred to by Mr. Page 
in his Memoir, there exists another trustworthy and contemporary account of 
Firoz Sbah^s reign as narrated in the pages of Sirat'i-FiTOZshaJn, a Persian manus¬ 
cript in Nastaliq characters deposited in the Oriental Public library at Banki- 
pore and enlUted in its Catalogue as No. 647, Prom the Catalogue it appears 
that nothing is known about the author of Sirat-i-Firozghohi but the verse at the 
end of the manuscript assigns the work to A.H. 772 (A.D. 1370), *.e., the twen¬ 
tieth year of the reign of Firoz Shah. SiTOt-i-Ftfozshahi thus chronicles the 
events of the earlier part of Firoz Shah^s reign. It is divided into four chapters 
or babs-, and the folios of the second chapter dealing w-ith the removal of 
the MiiMTah-i-Zarrin (Golden Pillar) have been transcribed and translated by 
Mr, Mohammad Hamid Kuraishi, to form a supplement to Mr. Page's Memoir 
on Kotla Fiioz Shah. The illustrations contained in the original not only add 
charm to the manuscript but portray the minutest details of the removal of the 
pUlar—its carriage in. boats and instaliation on the citadel at Fiiozabad, where 
it stands to the present day. 

J. F. BLAKISTON. 

Director Oeneral of 
Archml^. 


New D^i, March ]936, 









A MEMOIR ON KOTLA FIROZ SHAH, 

DELHI. 


FIROZABAD, THE TOWN. 

H.♦ xEe Sultan' having selected a site at the village ot Gawin, 

on the banfe oi the Jumna, founded the city of Firoaabad (1354 A.D.) before he 

went to Lakhnauti the second time. Here he commenced a palace.. an 

the nobte <rf to court hoviug aho ohtatod (girifiood) hou«a that, a ne» town 
tpian.. up. five to totant &oiu Delhi. Eighteen places weca mcluded .a tta 
to,vu.%he to*, oi Indaipat. the Saeai of Shaikh Malik Ym Paraa, the Sam o 

Shaikh Abu Bakr Tuei. the village of Gawin, the land of 1^''““- 
Lahiawat, the land of Andhauali, the land of the Saiai of Malite. the W of the 
tomb of Sultan Katiya, the land of Bhari, the land of Mahiola and ‘I*'^ j 
Sultanput. So nmny buddings «te emeted that from the io^ of lad p 
to the Knehk-i^hikar. five to apart. aU the land uaa ooeupied. There note 
eight public mosques and one private mosque.. ..The public mwques were 
lafge enough to accommodate 10,000 supplicants,’* f j 

Jquea and one private mosque, three^ palaces, - 

says Cart Stephen, out of 120 rest-houses wh.ch Firoz Shah budt in _ _ 

Firozabad it may be supposed that more than half were m his ^ , 

of the outer walls have yet been discovered, but the city was pro a y 

approrimate hali-hexagon in plan with tbe long side or ba^ uilf tke”^ 

If we can beUeve the description of Shams-i-Siiaj. it more than doubled the 
of Shahjahanabad, reaching, as it did, the " Ridge ” to the nor^ and a 
near Hauz Khas to the south. It included a considerable portion of uu^em 
Delhi namely, the MMla Bulbuli Khana. Turkman Darwaza, and Bhojla 
Pahari. General Cunningham has estimated its population at 1^0.000, and if, 
he continues, another 100,000 is added aa the population of old Delhi, this 
up the total number of inhabitants in the Indian Metropolis during the reigu 
Firoz Shah to a quarter of a million.” 

The Tarikh-uFirozshahi further tells that: An\ 

- Hteis his return from Lakhanaiiti (in the year 755 H.=1354 A.u.) toe 
Sultm WM mu ch ocenpto vfith baUfij-g. He compltoJ with care the toW 

* EUiott4VatlQ, pp. SOS'S. __ Tm-ka ftmatol 

» Sultan Mio« (I36M38S A.D.> of tl» hooaa <* TngU^, ti* ^5™^ ^ Bhatti of 

br Uw, AnUr Gharf. to mi AJ). S^tan motor ^ a dai^Wr 

peiviptic t lUKl IJ» father, Sipah Salar Eajab, brother d , ^ pna(e’t Mtdimd 

t-lSEiJ).) {fidU Ellwtt * Dowwn, Vet m, p. S71, TariW-i-l’*rwtohi, and Une Poole* JfedwttW 

pp. 122 and 13B). 

* Da^ ZaE liflti, VoL Hi, p- TO. 

* ElUott 4 Dwrtoo. VflL IH. p. SIT. iiwto*i. 
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A MEMOm ON KOTLA FIBOZ SHAH, DBI.H1. 

at Firozabad, and also commenced a hiskk in the middle of that town." Kotia 
Firoz Shah (more comectly fai«A*^palace) thus formed the inner citadel of Firoz¬ 
abad. Building^ materials for the construction of Firozabad were obtained from 
Siri, Jahanpanah and Qila Rai Pithomtraders ammala", says Shoms-i-Siiaj 
Afif, ‘Vbemg sent by the Govcmment officials to the cities of old Delhi for a day, 
which had to convey one load of bricks to Firozabad". 

Two years latcr=, we learn from Tahya ibn Ahmad, the Sultan "brought 

the stream of Firozabad from the mountains of Mondati and Sirmor".. 

and " formed another canal from the Khakhar (Khagar) to the fort of Sarsnti, 
and from thence to Horhf-Khir (Firozabad).... He brought another canal 

from the river Jumna, and threw it mto the tank of that city.* "." 

Sultan Firoz Shah’s new city quickly became a very popular resort of the 
people of Delhi, and Shams-i-Siraj relates how; 

p' " During^ the forty years of the reign of the excellent Sultan Firoz, the 
pwple uised to go for pleasure from Delhi to Firozabad, and from Firozabad to 
Delhi, in such nurabem, that every ios of the five Jtos between the two towns 
swaTOed with people, as with ants or locusts. To accommodate this great 
fcr^c, there were public carriers who kept carriages, mules (miur), and horses 
which were ready for hire at a settled rate eveiy morning after prayers, so that 
the tiaveUer could make the trip as seemed to him best, and arrive at a stated 
time. Palankin bearers were also ready to convey passengers. The fare of a 
carmge was four silver jitah for each person; of a mule (strfur) six; of a horse 
Welve ; and of a palankin half a There was also plenty of porters ready 

for employment by any one, and they earned a good livelihood. Such was the 
proapenty of this district." 


KOTLA FIROZ SHAHt THE CITADEL. 

The Kotia or Citadel which forms an irregular polygon on plan, is now in a 
ver)^ ruinous condition, but much has been done by the Archeological Depart- 
ment to secure it from further decay (Plate I). Further excavation and olTar- 
ance, along the nver front especiaUy, are necessary before a fuller appreciation 
o< .te oiigina ,.5 b« „b,ah.«i, bot sufficient evidence iealreadv apparent 

■p the Kveral old elrnetnree it eentaine to eerve aa a fair ln«i, on which one m.v 
eonetrnet a cenjeetn«l reateration ef the citadel. The Vue d’eieeau peiepeetivi 
tawug appeanng m the aceompapying Plate II ie an attempt at enol, a ritora 
bon. Futures wretnevobly missing in tho cane of tho Kotia mins have been 
^ro<lneed m tho Jlnstrstion on the snnlogy of similar festnres existing in Te 
^porary strnetnm. of Krot Shah still extant; eg.. ,h, fortiiied enItZe "j 
Qadum Shanf, and the multidomed mosques at BecamDur KbtrH v 
nnd in the ^ujiofln Bnlbnli Khana in ^hjahanab J 

11telhi Ztil lirt,, Vol. II, p, 70, ° ^ -- 

* EUioi* a Dtnmm, Vot IV, pp, ftO, TanU.i^M%ibantkiKaki. 

* ElUott A Dguno. VoL m. IW»M.,-.y,VoMleii*<. p. 303 ,. 
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THE LAT PYRAMID. 

An iliiiEtratioD of the Lat pyramid in the Asiatic Researches of the year 1S02 
^reproduced in Plate IV, VoK VITI) shews it in a much better state of preservation 
than it k at present (Plate V), and depicts the low flat domes teproducetl over the 
corner paviliona containing the ascending stairs. The top colonnade indicated in 
the perspective view (Plate TIT) is more conjectural, but evidence of the existence 
of a feature of this kind is apparent in the presence of a pair of broken columns 
still remaining in sUii on the western edge of the roof. 

Tlie pyramid on which tlic Lat stands conskta of 3 terraces progressively 
decreasing in size*, and giving the building a stepped appearance. On each ter¬ 
race is a series of vaulted cells surrounding the solid core of the structure into 
which the foot of the Lat of Asoka is built’. 

The Lat is a sandstone monolitli 42' T* in lieight, 35' being polished^ and the 
remainder rough ; the buried portion measures some 4' 1*, and Cunninghnm is 
of the opinion hhat the rough portion, standing above the level of the terracej 
was buried in the ground in its original site. According to Shams-i-Biraj, one 
quarter of the monolith was hidden by the masonry of the pyramid originally, 
and Cunningham believes tliis to have been actually the case, owing to the ear- 
ktence of the stumps of the octagonal columns previously described, which would 
appear to have formed a cloister or open gallery round the topmost storey. The 
diameter of the Lat is 25'3 inches at the top and .SS-3 inches at the base, the dimi¬ 
nution being ■39* per foot. It is said to weight 27 tonswhile the colour of the 
sandstone is pale orange, fleche<l with black spots. Major Burt who examined 
it in 1837 gives its measurements as 35' in length with a diameter of Sj feet; 
Franklin (As. Res.) a length of 50'; Von Orlich, 42'; William Finch, 24'; Shams- 
i-Siraj, 34', and its circumference 10'. In the matter of dimensions it resembles 
the Allahabad pillivr more than any other, but it tapers more rapidly towards the 
top and is, therefore, less graceful in outline (Cunningham}, Tom Coiyat and 
Wliittaker (Kerr's Voyages and Travels, iX, 423) state that the pillar was of 
brass ; the chaplain Edward Terry records that it was of marble with a Greiek 
inscription* upon it, while Bishop Heber says that it was on “ cast metal ", 
Timur declared that he had never seen any monument in all the numerous lands 
he had traversed comparable to these monoliths. 

Tlic TariJch-i~FwtmhaJii gives the following account of the erection of the 
lat of Asoka in Fitozabad: 

# 

“ After* Saltan Firoz returned from his expetUtion against Thatta he often 
made excursions in the neighbourhood of JDehJi. In this part of the country tliere 


^ Tlw iivt USTmue DKflfMrei 118 ^ sqiiue, thm HODOtl 83 ^' ■qci^t^p and Ur ibird iquun. 

■ Xi ii DDt idthm tbn |irDTinc« of n^molr to gtvo na Moooimt of ttko Mkhtjui Emperor Aiaka. “ He 
tbe KtKuHe pdlkiB vhkh bm the odiote ffpmdzDg tliie new mlifckm from Kaboi to The ti hit 

flon »xkd tkkth gircii Sir Jobti JUuiImJI (A Gmidt to u ^3 wd 232 B-0. 

^ Tbo pc^iBb QCi tbo aurfiuv of Aiolliii colitfMiB asrd scmlptiitiBe \a 4 Tmrf taolmiqne whicli 

bftd its angio 'm where ftbundiuit exAinplM etiU hit t i fb, (Sk “ A to ^ bj Sir Jobo 

Miir»h&lL]l 

* A iruuktlon cf thk meaiptloD^ whicli Is Ln PfeJi oharBoter ii tu tbr AppeadtL 

* ElMott A I>ow«oi4 To]. I1X» p^ Tmkh-i-FifW^ahi, SbBnai-i-Snjp AfU. 
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were two stone columns. One was in the village of Tobra, in the district (jAiJtit) 

of Salsura and Khlzrabad in the hills (AoA-jxijfaA), the other in the vicinity of 

the town of Mirat. These eolumns had stood in those places from the days of 
the Pandavss, hut had never attracted the attention of any of the kings who sat 
upon the throne of Delhi, till Sultan Firos noticed them, and, with great exertion, 
brought them away. One was erected in the palace (hfahk) at Firozabad, near 
the Alasjid-i-jama, and was called the Mmara-^i-Zarrin, or Golden Column, and 
the other was erected in the Kushk-i'Shilcar, or Hunting Palace, with great labour 
and skill. The author has read in the works of good historiaiis that these columns 

of stone had been the walking sticks of the 4MJCursed Bhini a man of 

great stature and size. The annals of the infidels record that this Bhim used to 
devour a thousand 7mm of food daily, and no one could compete with him. 

In his days all this part of Hind was peopled with infidels, who were continually 

fighting and slaying each other. Bhim was one of five brothers, but he was the 

most powerful of them all. He was generally engaged in tending the herds of 
cattle belonging to his wicked brothers, and he was accustomed to use these two 
stone pillars as sticka to gather the cattle together. The size of the cattle in those 
days was in proportion to that of other creatures. These five brothers lived 
near Delhi, and when Bhim died these two columns vrere left standing as memorials 
of him.. 

Bemoval of tke Mimm-i-Zarrhi , — Khizrabad is 90 kos from Dehli, in the 
vicinity of the hills. Wlien the Sultan visited that district, and saw the column 
in the village of Tobra, he resolved to reinove it to Delhi, and there erect it as a 
memorial of future generations. After thinking over the best means of lowering 

the column, orders were issued commanding the attendance of all the people 

dwelling in the neighbourhood, within and without the Doab, and all soldiers, 
both horse and foot. They w’ere ordered to bring all implements and materials 
suitable for the work. Directions were issued lor bringing parcels of the cotton 
of the Sembal (silk cotton tree). Quantities of this silk cotton were placed round 
the column, and w'hen the earth at its liuse was removed, it fell gently over on the 
bed prepared for it. The cotton was then removed by degrees, and after some 
days the pillar lay safe upon the ground. When the foundations of the pillar 
were examined, a large square stone was found as a base, which also was taken 
out. The pillar was then encased from top to bottom in reeds and raw skins so 
that no damage might accrue to it. A carriage, with forty-tw'o wheels, was con¬ 
structed, and ropes were attached to each wheel. Thousands of men hauled at 
every rope, and after great labour and difiiculty the pillar was raised on to the 
carriage. A strong tope was feistened to each wheel, and 200 men pulled at each 
of these ropes. By the simultaneous exertions of so many thousand men the 
carriage was moved, and was brought to the banks of the Jumna, Here the 
Sultan came to meet it. A number of large boats had been coQccted, some of 
which could carry 6,000 and 7,000 intijia of grain, and the least of them 2 000 
mans. The column was very ingemously transferred to these boats, and was 
then conducted to Firozabad, where it was landed and conveyed into the iCwAA 
with infinite labour and skill. 




A MEMOm OS KOTLA ElKOil SHAH, DELHI. 


5 


JCWMWII of the Raising of tke OhelisL—At this time the author of this book 
Tirpjt twelve years of age, and a pupil of the respected Mur Khan. When the pillar 
was brought to the palace, a building was coninienced for its reception, near the 
Jami Masjid, and the most skilful architects and workmen were employed. It 
was constructed of stone and chunam, and consisted of several stnges or steps 
{poskish). When a step W'as finished the column was raised on to it, another step 
was then built and the pillar w*as again raised, and so on in succession until it 
reached the intended height. On arriving at this stage, other contrivances had 
to he devised to place it in an erect position. Hopes of great thickness were 
obtained, and windlasses were placed on each of the six sta^s of the base. The 
ends of the ropes ivere fastened to the top of the pillar, and the other ends passed 
over the windlasses, which were firmly securetl with many fastenijigS- The wheels 
were then turned, and the column was raised about half a gaz. Logs of wood 
and bags of cotton were then placeil under it to prevent its sinking again. In 
this way, by degrees, and in the course of several days, the column vraa raised to 
the perpendicular. Large beams were then placed round it as shores, until quite 
a cage of scaffolding was formed. It was thus secured in an upright position, 
straight as an arrow, without the smallest deviation from the perjiendicular. 
The square stone, before spoken of, w'as placed under the pillar. After it 
was raised, some ornamental fricKCS of Mack and white stone were placed 
round its two capitals {do sar-i-an) and over these there was raised a gilded 
copper cupola, called in Hindi ia/mr. The height of the obelisk was thirty-two 
got ; eight gaz w’as sunk in its pedestal, and twenty-four 30 s was visible. On 
the base of the obelisk there were engraved several lines of writing^ in Hindi 
characters. Many Brahmans and Hindu devotees were invited to read them, 
but no one was able. It is said that certain infidel Hindus interpreted 
them as stating that no one should be able to remove the obelisk from its 
place till there should arise in the latter days a Muhammadan King, named 
Sultan Firos, etc., etc.’* 


THE CONNECTING BRIDGE. 

The bridge shewn in the illustration (Plate II) as connecting the pyramidal 
l& stTuctnre in the KotSa with the mosque adjacent is a conjectural feature, and 
relies for its authenticity on the existence below ground in this position of a lofty 
vaulted tunnel, closed at both ends and lacking a jtak-ia fioor, which connects 
the foundation of these structures. The walls of this tunnel, I can only 
assume, served as the foundation for an upper superstructure bridgmg the space 
between the pyramid and the mosque, of which connecting feature there is a 
persistent local tradition. There is also a logical purpose which such a bridge 
could have served, since it would have provided direct and secluded coimnuni- 
cation between the Zanana enclosures in the mosque ?iteszaHWe {infra) and the 
lot-pyramid. 


^ Sn Appentlix. 
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THE MOSQUE. 

The illustration of the Jami mosque, as reconstructed oq the analogous 
examples mentioned above, may be coa'sideired to lepiesent with some accuracj 
the original appearance of this structure in the time of Firoa Shah. 

Little indeed of the original nuisjid now remains, but evidenGe of its former 
features exists there almost intact, and is disclosed hj a careful examination of 
the ruins. Plate R’. 


The numerous columns of the prayer chamber and side Hvfans, now long amce 
disappeared, leave their indications in the roughly tooled stone blocks which sup¬ 
ported them, spaced at regular intervals in the paved floor. The sub-divided 
bays below tlie entre€ol chambers reveal themselves in the little close-set mt'Amh- 
recesses in the walls at the north-west and south-west comers. The top roofs at 
these comers, as can be seen from an examination of the exposed core of the upper 
walls, were higher than the connecting central bays. Further evidence of the 
existence of these wnnnn entresols lies in the presence of the narrow coimecting 
passage-way in the thickness of the west wall at this level, and again in the ruined 
remains of the staireaae ascending from this entresol level to the roof above, and 
descending to the ground floor below; both stair-ways being also contained in 
the thickness of the north and south walls. “ The* * centre of the courtj'ard was 
marked by a deep pit which seems originally to have been a well, not improbably 
connected by galleries with the apartments on the river front, the water level being 
reached by some form of ghat" An attempt was made in It) 14-15 to explore this 
pit but as the sides proceeded to tumble in, it was thought advisable to fill it up. 
Thus its present treatment does net purport to indicate what previously existed 
here. It lias been suggested that the pit formed a shaft sunk to support the 
foundation of a domed structure erected above it—the octagonal building bearing 
the engraved marble slabs recording the ordinances of the emperor and referred 
to by the historians of the time-. It is possible that the weQ was covered by 


1 Uat of UoaiudLuts, DdM Zoil, V<d. II. p. TS. 

* ctetemeiit U u lolloin :— 

*■ He cauwd Itii icgulaticiiu to be ctrwd m the moijid of RimoLbqd of wMeh the loUowb^g may ^ ^ 

exemple. li bne been oninl in fonoor titna to ipilll MaboiiKclen bkrad on trivia) occaaioiu and, for jemU oriiiMe to 
mutUato awl tortwro them, by catUag off bbe hawk and feet, add aoaaa and can, by putting wit eyoe, by paJmMiin 
the bom* of the bring eriwinak irith laaJleta. by burning the body with «», by mwifliian. and by uailing the tlndl 
nad fwt, by flaying abw. by the operation of luwatrin^g. and by cutting hiimati being® to pi«ea. God in hla 
infinito goodaeaa haring been pjcwed to confer cm me the power, baa inapiied m with bbe diapoadoa to pnt an end 
to these practioea. It k ay naduyon. mirtwter, to reatoie. In the daily pmym offered np for the Myn] familr thn 
namca of al) bboee piuicca, my predecenon, who have reigned over the empire of Dohly, in hope* that theae tnv,^ 
being acoeptoblc to God. juay b eome nreaatin appeare hia wretb, and enaiiie his imrey toward* them. 
boreby proolaiiiKHl. tut the emaU and vexatioiB texea, nnder tho denominayoa ef CcrtwmUy, etc payable 
public aervante of goronunent, aa pcrgnisltee ef o«rea. by small bradcre j that lioenre* foe the right <rf pastareae frT* 
abopherdH, on waato lands bclonghig to the crown j fees from flon^-seOern, fish^wlkre, ootton-cleanm, * 

and cooka and the piecariona and flnrtuAting tarns on •hopkrepeni and rintneia. sfaril heiMsef«wa«l wase 
the realm; lor it is better to iriiminiab this petti™ of the revenue than »ali» it atthe e™nre at » mach diTZ 
OMarinned by the dkereymury power neMreariJy veirted in to*-Bathc«a and offioem of aubborito - nor toll 
hereafter be loried oontiwy to the written kw of the hook. It haa been enstomaiy to »t aside one fifth at^f ^ 
party token in war for the treoF*. and to reserre fow-diftha to tfae gotomment. It i. hereby ordered that f ^ 
loto-fifths shall be diriribntod to tbe ttooj,. and One-fUbh only reserved for tbs mown. 1™ 

Those who profess atheism 

tauu school, of v,« 1 all public rervaoto conriefed of ooreuption, as well m. poreon. paying bribs*. 
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some form of ciaUri as is usDal in such cases, and remaims of capitals found near 
the mouth of the weU help to substantiate this theory. Franldin (As, Hes,) who 
saw the buildbg in 1793 describes it as bearing four cloisters, the domed roofs of 
which were supported fay two hundred and sixty stone columns, each about 16' 
in height. There was an octangular dome of brick and stone in the centre of the 
mosque and aboat 25' in height. 

Zia-i’Bami, eulogising the masjid, says that on Fridays the gathering of wor¬ 
shippers is such that there remains no room either on the lower flat or on the upper 
storey and the courtyard. Timur visited the building and mentions it as follows 
in his J/al/uzai :— 

“ I started from Delhi and matched three Aos to the Fort of Firozabad, which 
stands upon the banks of the Jumna and is one of the edifices erected by Sultan 
Firoz Shah. There 1 halted and went in to examine the place. I proceeded to 
the Masjid-i-Jamf, where I said my prayers and offered up my praises and. 
thanksgivings fot thn mercies of the Almighty* 

It is recorded in Ferishta^ that so impresserl was Timur by the design of the 
building that he erected a great mosque at Samarqand, modelled on the same 
arrangement, employing masons he had taken back with him from India, 

The public entrance to the piano nobtlo of the mosque was, of course, through 
the domed northern porch; but direct access for the purdiiA-nasAin ladies waa 
further provided by way of the stairs, mentioned above, from what {it is to be 
inferred) were the Eoyal palaces and private apartments situated on the over 
front to the south of the mo^Vd, as illustrated in Plate 11, 


THE RIVER FRONT AND ROYAL PALACES, 


That the royal apartments were located in this position is, I think, reasonably 
to be adduced both from the ruined remains of a central uioAai here and from 
the analogj- of the later Mughal palaces placed on the river front of the fo^ at 
Delhi and Agra, such a position being naturally tho most pleasant and desirable 
one the citadel would afford; while the river itself would form a protection on 
that side against hostile land forces in the event of a siege, 

Tlie dm»s labelled “ Zenana palace’^ in the illustration were, I ^er, r^rved 
for this purpose. Though now much ruined, their original division into a number 


at^Uuned Ifiiffl “si'eariiig and « nn eswnpln to mbjecto, I Imw eonaii^wl it inj 

to wpeit ewy pttUk edi£w of utility, eowtrocted hy wy pwdnoMsom, lueh w cmviMrtnH, mwiitfa, 

TOto ot aqaedncW,««!. , dm-hoo-*. and Mnd !».« dfewtnd e^iabto porUoM rf U« 

tev«Dui» to their mpport, 1 tow dw Utoo pdn» to dtoowr tho oiiCTlTing idaticm ot *U wto ouil^ 

from tho wrnth of my late told and abater, Matomoa Toghhik, ond toving ponnoood to thorn, tojv 

thorn to grmnt ttoh foU poedim Old forgivKii** to ttot Prinoo ta tto pwwiw of tto toly Md toMMd m« Of bu 

Me »h(«^to«Kdi«kuwitiiiM*inoffi»dtottodocnmimtotto wholoofwhkli,Mto»i.ymmypow, 

been rw^, ond put intooboi. aaddoptwled in tto wnU to whito Mntomed Toghhik » oo^hed. I tow 
gom mud longht oonsoktion fromdl tto mort toniod ond toiy men iriltoi my wato. ind tow taken 
Whenever my w^diet* tove been tnidewd inieffioieat for serTkn. hy voonde or by 1 tow cw^t^ to bo 
oa lull pny for lifo. Two ettompta to™ boon m*do to powm mo. hot without eflect, Fnt* Ari^,. 

rinirtairt moT to™ wBmhhd tho lunton ncUe""*! chnmber at tho tomb of Sultan 

Ghaiif MabTp«lpur DMi Past and (IWSl) 2S6. 

1 VoL p- 4fl4. 
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of small connectiDg chambers can readily Ije traced on the site; while the numer¬ 
ous little holes to serve aa pigeon-nests are an interesting featnret as is again 
what seems to be the base of a pinjra stand for birds on the cast wall. A curious 
decorative feature on the roof of these ddlam still remains in the shape of a some¬ 
what crude attempt at a mosaic, set in squares outlined with small pebbles 
embedded in the concrete of which it is composed. No evidence of a second 
storey on these river front palaces is apparent, but, from the decorative feature 
above mentioned as the presence of stair ascents, the roof was evidently intended 
to be used in the cool of the evening; and doubtless was sheltered from the sun 
by large crimson shamtanus during the day, and screened for the use of the 
by fxiuSts from the view of the public courts below. 

The River wall below the Royal palace, and, in fact, practically all along 
this front, .seems to have l>een treated as a low roofed terrace, with an open 
arcaded facade looking out on to the river, and must have been a very picturesque 
feature of the royal citadel (see Plate Ul). Narrow staircases descend at various 
points from tliis terrace bo the river bed below, 

INTERIOR COURTS AND GATES. 

The actual ramp descending from the level of the royal private enclosure on 
the river front to the public quadrangle {marked Bari-Amm m the illustration) 
still remains, but the specific use to which this latter court was put can only be 
conjectured, it being impossible in the present state of decay of the Kotla to 
identify with any assurance the several palaces mentioned in the account by 
Shams-i-Siraj AM cited on page 11 (infra). 

The existence of the remains of the dual gates in the several positions indi¬ 
cated in the iUuatratioD afford, however, a clue to the number and relative p^i- 
tions of the various courts and enclosures into which the citadel was divided ' 
and from this evidence (somewhat slender, it is true!) has been adduced the 
arrangement of the private courts and “ grape garden'’ indicated in the illustra¬ 
tion. which, it is assumed, were linhed with the Roval quartern on the river front 
whence private access to them was obtained. * 

Remains of what would appear to he the walls of a narrow dalaned way form¬ 
ing the back of the court, marked “ Bari Anun” in the Plate II, exist • but 
whether the wooden reception liall indicated here as a possible feature of the 
Court of Public Audience ever existed is again problematical. 

That the quadrangle was divided off from the garden enclosure indicated to 
the right of it, is, I think, to be inferred from the existence of the separate pairs 
of gates in sUu, one pair of which I have assigned to each court. A litUe further 
here would, in all probabtiity, do much to clear up this point. 

The probability of the existence of the garden enclosure above n^entioned is 
inferred from the presence of the little square-vaulted pavilions it contains, which 
would be very appropriate to such a setting. 

THE BAOLt. 

There still east the remains of a fins cireular M,' immediatelv north-west 
of the pynumdsi lot atiueture, with a range of subterranean apartment^ whieh 
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from fragments atlU remaining appeare to have liiul its upper terrace enclosed hy a 
low open stone railing. A recent partial clearance of this terrace disclosed the 
remains of a system of water channels which, it seems, conveyed water from a 
couple of elevated tanks (surmounted with conjectured chattm in the illustration 
in Plate IT) across to the water pavilion situated immediately to the north (left, 
in illustration) of the well. Encircling the lower surrounding chambers of the 
well is a series of contiguous water receptacles connected by pipes and ducts with 
the channels on the top terrace ^ and it seems probable that the attractions of the 
5 aof» as a cool retreat in the summer heats were thus considerably heightened by 
the ornamental display of *£alling water. A large underground dram for the water 
overflow connected the baoU with the river front of the citadel. 

A similar scries of cool sun-slielterefl chambers occur beneath the mosque 
where they were probably also connected with a centra! well referred to on 
{>age 6. 

WATER TANKS AND DUCTS. 

An interesting feature of the Kotla are the remains of a system of water- 
tanks and pipe-ducts to l>e found in the bay of the citadel immediately uortb of 
the main entrance court (Plate IIJ, 

THE CITADEL WALLS. MAIN ENTRANCE BAY. 

The main entrance court to the west, as reconstructed from a study of the 
existing fragmentary remains, was aurroundjcd by a series of low one-storeyed 

chambers, the roof of which served as a terrace fron; which the loop-holed upper 

wall of this bay of the Kotla could he nmnned. These chainbers evidently served 
tlie purpose of guard-rooms, and were «o arranged on plan as to convert the 
polygonal outline of the exterior fortified walls to a simple inner quadrangle, 
forming the entrance court, which was reachotl by way of an open passage from 
the front gateway. Immediately opposite this passage was an open colonnaded 
ddlan (which served, perhaps, as a waiting hall for ^dsiting retainers) flanked by 
dual gates leading to the inner courts of the citadel. Towards the south end of 
the entrance court were found fragments of a low stone railing which probably 
enclosed a small raised dais before the ddlan at this end. 

The court is now in too ruinous a condition to pennit of an accurate detailed 

reconstruction of the lesser features; hut the arrangement indicated in the ac¬ 
companying Plate U may be considered to be substantially authenticated by 
the internal evidence still preserved in nUu. 

Outside the entrance gate there still remains one of the little * sentry boxes' 
ahew'n in the perspective view, and the foundations of the other were disclosed 
recently during the clearance of the front. The low guard-walls before the gates 
shewn in the illustration are reconstructed on the analogy of a simUar feature 
existing at Qadam Sharifand, in fact, the remains of such a mil actually exist 
in the case of the smaller gate in the central wall bisecting the extreme south wing 
of the citadel. The smaller gate in the fausse brail at the main western entrance 
shewn in the perspective view is taken from an illustration of the gate appearing 
in Blagdon's ffwfory of India, tlated 1805 A.D. 
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DEFENCE OF THE WALLS. 


The encloaing walls of the Kotia generally which have lost their crowmng 
merlons (kangura) and machicolations (damoghar) are pierced towards the top 
with two rows of loopholes {jhima} for the discharge of arrows. A carious point 
in this connectioa b that there b now no apparent means by which these loop¬ 
holes could have been reached by the defenders inside the Kotia walls, for with 
the exception of the main entrance bay mentioned above, there is no masonrv 
terrace at that level, nor are any holes left which would have served to bond the 
members of a possible wooden staging to the walls. Nevertheless it b probable 
that such a timber staging was used in thb position. 

It is also curious to note that in some cases (e.g., the bays flanking the western 
central entrance bay and, again, the dividing wall of the extreme south wing of 
the Kotia) these loopholes are so STranged as to permit of the discharge of arrows 
into the interior of the courts. It has been su^ested that the reason for this was 
that the retaineis of a vbitor might be kept under guard while the vbitor himself 
was received in the inner court of the citadel; but I think thb feature results 
merely from the fact that the outer courts' were a subsequent addition to the 
original citadel, the arrow slits in the walls of the latter not being interfered aitb 
m the extension. There b certainly a lopcal reason for thb in the case of the 
west entrance bay, which, as originally constructed, formed a very narrow salient 
exposed to the concentrated converging fire in an attacker. And the widening 
of the salient to counter thb disadvantage was doubtless felt to be as necessarir 
b those days as it b m the military tactics of the 20th Century. 

In the other instance quoted m parenthesis above, the fact that these 
Bouthem bays were added later to the original citadel b very apparent when one 
exarames the iunction of its walls where they impmge on the bastions of the 
original stmcture; the total absence of any “bond” of the masonry between 
them seembg conclusive on thb point. Thb extension to the south would also 
have the tactical advantage of securing thb end of the vulnerable river front 
palaces from a flank attack. 

The remains of the ascending ramp at the south end of the river front still 
exist, and serve as the basb of thb feature as restored in the perspective drawing 
(Plate HI}. A good deal of clearance of de&rw, from thb end of the river front 

particularly has yet to be done before a better appreciation of its features can be 

obtained. 


I j ^ C'tadel are said to have been the three tunneb. one of which 

Ml M'pi'Z!’ Klubak-i-Shikar m the Ridge and to the 

Ea, Pith™ ^uvely. The tannela which have been dewribed by the 
Eeeetend Rather Hoetea, S.J. (Jaaraai and PrccooUng. of tho deialfc 

Vol. VII, No. 4, 1911) have yet to he diecoveced -, and that they 
ejoated eacept ae a tradition ia eitiemely problematical. 
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A at&MOUt ON KOn^A FIKOa SHAHj DEl*HI. 

CONTEMPORARY ACCOUNTS OF THE CITADEL, 
Shams-i-Siraj Afif, in hia Iarikk4-Finahahi relates that “ there' wim thM 
palaces m tehich Saltan Fires need to sit pubUcly in State. One Ae 
wiian-i-pilm (the patae. of the clayey coort). It wee alre called the Ma^ 
m (ioHi), the MahaJ-wajae, or palace of grapes. 3*'“ 

Uie MtAM-chhqjjiyi-dMn (PJaee of the wooden gaUery). Tl» ^ 
JlfaJa<-i-hari.an.»., or palace of the Pnblio Court, and it was also caUed the Saihi-.- 
oiiwHaat. tke central quadrangle. The tot palace wm appcopn^ e 

reception of the Hmm, tnaiile, amtre, ofBcials and diatinfpnahrf Uterary men. 
The afolol-MMqiio-f-oWlia waa for the reception of the prmcipal personal atten¬ 
dants. The palace of the Saha-t-mfyonaji waa used for general rCMp^ns . 
Tiros Shah U aaid to have introduced the system, afterwards adopted by the 
Mughal emperors, of the diyidon of the Audience or Darbar into three classes 
according to the rank of those present’'. 

^FIROZABAD, THE ROYAL RETREAT. 

Shamfi-i-Sirtt] Afif goes on to say that “ Sultan Fiioz had given up tearing 
in Dehli. and stayed at Firozabad”. Delhi, it would seem, however, still remained 
the capital of the Idngdora, and continued to be used for State functioM, or 
« when* it was necessary to hold a court he left his devotions and p^e^ed to 
the capital’'. To use Lane Poole's aimUe, Firozsbad* became the Windsor of 

his London’ 

FEATURES OF THE PALACES. 

The Sultan, we are told, was possessed of a penchant for history and, m 
despair of getting an adequate historical record written of his own tei^, cau^ 
the following lines of his own composition {ax zabdn-i khwesh), to be inacnl^ m 
letters of gold on the walls {imdrat) of the Kushk-i Shik^r-rav*. and on the domes 
of the Kushk-i nuzhl. and the walla (itndrot) of the minarets of stone which are 
within the Kushk-i Shikac-rav at Pirozabad; > 

“I made a great hunt of elephants, and I captured so many: 

“ I performed manv glorious deeds; and all this I have done: ... 

“ That in the world and among men; in the earth and among mankmd, these 


** Mav stand as a memorial to men of intelligence, and that the people of the 
world, and the wise men of the age. may follow the example.” ^ch literary 
excursion it may be remarked, does not reveal the Sultan’s pen to W be^ any 
mightier than was his sword in his vacillating campaigns undertaken in Bengal 

and Thatta. _ 


» EUiirt tad IIoiwhl, VhsL d. Tariy^-i-Fim^d^ p, Si3. 

• oj JfimnwnoiOi iWM ZtU, Vdl, II, ^ 71- 

• EBot Mid Dqvhil. VoI, HI, TwiiA^UFimikM, f. S43. 

• Ifcdunol Mia under rvfe, p. 144. 

»isniot Htd BsfMWHi, Vd. m, Taria-i-F^festkiAi. jh »W* 
'• Tlui p*Im», it •Htovi wi* Uia mb m Its ** SidgB . 
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Firoz »d^«l tie practice.” •• The> court to whidi thew paiupered Mrvaata 

«“ S^**- tomewhat 

addicted to inne, and on one occasion, in the midst of the Benga] eamoaien thn 

geneml :fetar discovered his sovereign b an undignified jKwitiourivinK 

tL his couch, aith a mysterious sheet concealing somethbg uidw 

the bed. Tatar Khan saw what waa the matter, and both were apeecUeas 
wi apprise. At last he began a little sermon on the wickedness of indulgence 
at such a time of anxiety. The Sultan inquired what he meant, and Seed 
^wently if anythbg untoward had happened. The Khan pobted to the 
hidden wme cu^ under the bed and looked solemn. Fires said he liked a modm 
drop nmv and then to moisten his throat, but Tatar was not to be mollified. 

. u an swore that he would drink no more wbe wliilst the Khan was with 
army. So the general thanked God and went out. But Firos aonn aft 
wards betho^ht him that the Khan was much needed at the fther end of 
Wdom. and cut kin, there in ali haate. Severai tunea the Sultan waa 
by holy mm on bu weahneaa, hut he worked off hia exceasea by rinorona hunting 
to trhicb he waa cnthuaiaatically devoted, aud the vice cannot * *’ 

mch Irtigtha aa to iuteriera with affaire of atate-at least ao long T dr.bte 
Hindu wszit was there to control them,*' 

"Tile teatimony of alt contemporary chroniclers ahowa that Firoz was »Ho,..J 
by the people. It waa not only that he reformed abuses, chelrf 
reduced ^^tron, increased irrigation, and enlarged the mlrketa 

-.Tf 

the tosta and feasta acd public pravera, aS iu the weekiv liZl 

g^t predeceasors were commamorited aa weU'.a hia and tl^„TZ Vt 

who had sanctioned his authority. When ftn nM u ^ 

to the shrine of the legendary here Saiar Mas'ud at ^Lil mbh2bf'T“®^ 
a. an «t of piety. He never did anything without oonau^V f 

Making ev4 aUowanc. ” Thf 0 ^ 0 !: 

gVTic, written after the Sultan’s death is opriboKr ^ <^liromcler. hia pane- 

oh men. Kigk and JtVuv^M^^ranXt^ 

^ ^ aplendid. Tkinga were plentiful and cheats 

happened during his reign, No villamk Tfi ■ j ^ Nothing untoward 

.“No king* aince Naairil^'X dkad sr^*- T.“ 

-noue had had ahowa himself so jusCSXw^t 

* India ,»*r Sui* U St-nW T ZT, 

- natal Kta^ . jn.j„ *«• >«■>«. mi. 

uid vu nwed to tb« 


LL 


. WHForted Hindu 

* &im& im«ai maj bt» quoted - ^ is i flf thu reign* 
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retigious—or such a builder In the brief and modest memoirs which the 
Sultan left, he recites some of the successful eSoits he made to repress irreligioii. 
and wickedness, and to restore good Government, just law, kindness, and geneio* * 
sity to the people, in the place of torture and bloodshed and oppres^on. 
* Through the mercy which God has shown to me,' he says, * these cruelties and 
terrors have been changed to tenderness, kindness, and compassion....... 1 thank 

the AlUBountiful God for the man y and various blessing;^ He has bestowed upon me 

EVENTS AT THE CITADEL. 

In spite of the Sultan’s large-hearted benehcence towards his subjects in 
general, he was rigid in his adherence to the tenets of the oithodoE Stmni creed, 
and Brahman “ infidel *’ and ShiaJi dissenter alike felt the weight of the Sultan's 
hand. We read of a Brahmin, “ who persisted in publicly worshipping idols 
in his house^", being burnt on a pile of faggots in front of the Royal palace at 
Firozabad; which palace vras also the scene of a deputation of B rahmi ns who 
protested, but unsuccessfully, against the impositlou of the Jizya poll tas Levied 
on them as " the very keys of the chamber of idolatory ” by the Sultan “ from 
which they had l>een held excused in fonner reigns”. And in the Sultan’s 
oum memotis he writes The‘ sect of Shiah’s, also called Rawafiz, had endea* 
voured to make proselytes. They wrote treatises and books, and gave instruc¬ 
tions and lectures upon the tenets of their sect, and traduced and reviled the 
first chiefs of our religion (on whom the peace of God I). I seized them ail and 
I convicted them of their errors and perversions. On the most zealous I inflicted, 
pumshment and the rest I visited with censure (fddrj and threats 

of public puiusbment (tesAAir-t-stjV). Their books 1 burnt in public, and 
so by the grace of God the influence of this sect was entirety suppressed.” 

THE SULTAN’S GARDENS. 

“ Sultan^ Firoz had a great Ukiag for the laying out of gardens which he 
took pains to embellish. He formed 1,200 gardens in the vicinity of Delhi, 
All gardens received abundant proofs of his care, and he restored thirty gardens 
which had been commenced by Alau-d-Din (Khilji)... .In eveiy garden there 
were white and black grapes of seven varieties. They were sold at the rate of 
one jiiol per seer This hobby of the Sultan was not without its lemiinerattve 
side, for ” of the various articles grown in the gardens, the Government share 
of the produce amounted to 80,000^ tankas^ without taking into account the 
dues of the owners and gardeners ”, which it seems were paid in kind* 

THE SULTAN’S BUILDINGS. 

*’ Sultan^ Firoz excelled all his predecessors on the throne of Delhi in the 
erection of buildings, indeed no monarch of any country surpassed him. He 


^ EUiot aikd Dowboii, Vd. HI, rartibA-i-Fira»AaJH, pv 3AG- 

* Elliot uiii V6L III* p. 3II* 

lEUiot and Dowhd, Vd. IH, Tankk-i-Firmhaki, p. 315. 

* Elliot i£iJ Duvnem^ VdL llJ* pu 344i. 

* EUiot «tid Dowvxit Vd. HI, TanUk-i-FimaMahi p|k 3&1-Tr 
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built cities, forta, palaces, band^, mosques aud tombs, in great nuiubeia. Of 
cities, there were Hissar f'irozali and Fath-sbad, of which the author has given 
an account in a previous chapter, Firozabad, Firozabad Hami Khira, Tughlik- 
pui'i Kasna, Tughlitpur-i Muluk-i Katnut, and Jaunpur, besides sundry other 
places and forts which he repaired and strengthened. His palaces (JtwsAfe) 
were those of Fiioz, Nuzul, Mahandwaii, Hissar Firozah, Fathabad, Jaunpur, 
Shikar, Baudd Fath Khan and Sataura. Fath Khan, Malcha (into which 

he threw a body of fresh water, ab-i^mzatu}, Mahpalpur, Shuki Khan, Salaura, 
Woziiabad and other similar strong and substantial bands. He also built monas¬ 
teries and inns for the accommodation of trayellcrs. One hundred and twenty 
khankahs (mopaatenesl were built in Delhi and Firozabad for the accommoda¬ 
tion of the people of God, in which travellers from all directions were receivable 
as guests for three days. These one hundred and twenty buildings were full 
of guesta on all the three hundred and sixty days of the year. Superintendents 
and officers of the Sunni persuasion were appointed to these khankahs, and the 
funds for their expenses were furniahed from the public Treasury, 

HIS CHIEF ARCHITECTS, 

Malik Ghazi Shahna was the chief architect, and was very efficient; he held 
the gold staff (of office). Abdul Hakk, othenme Jahir Sundhar (was deputy, 
and) held the golden axe. A clever and qualified superintendent was appointed 
over every class of artisans. 

Tho Sultan also repaired the tombs of former kings. It is a custom among 
kings while they are on the throne to appropriate villages and lands to religious 
men in order to provide means for the maintenance and repair of their tombs. 
But these endowments had all been destroyed, and the grautees, being divested 
of them, were redneed to distress. The Sultan carefully repaired all the tombs 
and restored the lands and villages after bringmg into cultivation such as had 
been laid waste. He also sought out and restored tb© Superintendents and 
officers of these endowments who had. been driven out of themThe 
financial officer (diwaw-i leizdrat) examined the plan of every proposed building, 
and made provision so that the work should not be stopped for want of funds! 
The necessary money was issued from the royal treasury to the managers of the 
building, and then the work was begun. Thus it was that so many buildings 
of difierent kinds were erected in the reign of Firozshah ”, 


THE ROYAL ESTABLISHMEIVTS AND DOMESTIC ARRANGEMENTS. 

"Sulten Firoz had thirty-six royal establiahments, for which enormous 
supphes of articles were collected.. ..and the annual outlay on which was verv 
brg,. Some of tiom were in receipt of a legnlni payment (rapnh): otl«; 
had no fixed income (jJoir myoii). Thus among t*e rayati establidimeDta them 
were the elephant, horse, and camel ttahles, the Idtclen, the hutlery, the ,.„Jl. 
department, the dog-kennels, the water-cooling department and other eimilar 
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estebUsbments. Theae leceW^d a regular mootblT allowance of one lac and 
sixty thousand tankas for their expenses, in addition to which there was the coat 
of their fumituie. 

“In the cstAbliBhments which received-no regular allowance, such as the 
wardrobe, the alatn-khatta or insignia, the carpet stores, and the like, new goo^ 
were procured every year according to orders given. In the winter season six 
laca of tankas were expended on the wardrobe, besides the outlay for the spnng 
and summer, 80,000 tankas w*ere expended on the ofam'MflfWi in the purchase 
of articles, besides the salaries of the accountants and wages of the work-people. 
About two lacs of were expended in the carpet departnmnt- Each of 

these establishments was under the chai^ of a khan or tnalik of high rank; .... 

"The royal stables were in five different places, and, besides these, some 
thousands of homes grazed in the neighbourhood of Delhi, and were called siA- 
jianj. The camel establishment was distinct, and was in the district of Dublahan, 
where whole villages were appropriated to them and their keepers. Their 
numbers increased every year, because the great feudatories, when they came to 
Court, brought camels of all sorts among their presents to the throne.** 

SUBSEQUENT HISTORY OF THE KOTLA. 

The following is a brief relation of events connected with the subsequent 
history of the Kotla from the retirement of its founder from affairs of State to itss 
probable destruction in 1540 A.D, at the hands of the Afghan emperor Sher Shah 

8ur.' , 

” Th® Suitan now jgrew old and foobl®, for bia age was nearly mnety }eaca 

(1382 A.D,) and Khan-I-Jahan,^ the warir, exercised unbounded authority. 

All the affairs of State were in his hands. At length it came to this, that what* 
ever Khan-i-Jahan said, the Sultan used to do ”, 

" One day the wazir represented to the Sultan that Prince Muhammad 

'Rhf^ n .was on the point of raising a rebellion ”, wbereupon the Sultan gave 

the order for his arrest. The Prince, however, discreetly remained away from 
court, and, m alarm at lus position, gave his own vemion of affairs to his father, 

on which the wwrir was dismissed from office. 

The Prince, " gathering the slaves of Sultan Firoi:, the amtvs, and other 
people of the city ” about him, attacked the house of Khan-i*Jahan, who was 
wounded and fled into Mewat, and his house was plundered. 


the sultan retires in favour of his son MUHAMMAD 

KHAN. 


“The Sultan.of necessity, gave over to the Prince the reins of govern¬ 
ment, with all the horses and elephants, wealth and state.He conferred 


«>**>■ Tl» two f^th^r Md wo. 

them Tiitu^Uy roW tl» Idnsdom during the tflido til the reipi, the one fo* IS, the other tor 20 yeer*. lo 

great wm the reluuiw reposed in them by the SnltBO. , , . - . , , • n*iki ■ 

Jmm Shah H aaid t* hivo been fMjKHWihle for Uw ereetloo of «wtml of the pnneifsd mosqOM built la Delhi, 

. .nnng whiofa «e ntuubensd tbo« niuDed on pag^ 18 

(ElBot wd Dowsou, VoL TD. ToriiA i'Ftrwfcrti. p- 380 d 
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upon him the title of Xasiru-d-din Mohammad Shah, and then retired to his 
house to serve his God. In the cities, throughout the dominions, the Mu^ha 
f was repeated m the names of the two sovereigns, and Muhammad Khan took 
I his seat upon the throne in the Palace of Jahanuma (on the " Ridge The 
. deposed wazir was aoon afterwards seized and beheaded. 

I The Prince "who was j^oung and inexperienced, gave himself up 

to pleMuro.and at length great irregularities arose in the administration 

The of the late government of Firoz Shah, of whom there were about a 

m m Delhi and Firozabad, abandoned the Prince and joined themselves with 
^ late sovereign". Hence arose contention and strife,^ during which the 
Prince attacked and routed this following, who "fled to the palace and took refuge 
with the Sul^. Fighting went on for two days, when the insurgents brought 
out old Sultan from the Palace ", which caused the adherents of the Prince 
to abandon him and rejoin their old master. Finding he could no longer main- 
tarn the struggle, the Prince fled to the mountains of Sirmor 


FLIGHT OF MUHAMMAD KHAN AND HIS SUPERSESSION BY 
SULTAN FIROZ*S GRANDSON, TUGHLAQ SHAH. 

ifi, 1"“^" wn of Path 

Klan, to bo hlB heir, and debvertd >U the aSiun of govenmont over to ldm”» 

death of firozshah. 

“Oo the> 18th BamMB 780 H (26th Soptomher 1388 A.D.) Sultan Firoa 
died, worn out wia weataesa", whereupon Prince Tughlaq Shah “took hia 
Beat upOT the thione in the palace of Firoeabad ”; and a foieo waa then cent 
againtt P™ce Mnlnunniad Khan in hi. retreat in the mountain, of Snno" 

him.«If' “young and inenpericnoed, and gave 

^Tfiire andT 0»v.nnnent wa. neglected and eeverd of 

*?' “Malik Muhaiak Kabri (an adhareut of 

the Sdtan) wa. de^at^ed with the .word in the pal«ie of Firorehad a. he 

retiMtag t^gh the door. A great ontcir thereopon aroae in the palace and 
the Sultan heanng ,t e«aped through the door opeulng on to the W " b^ 
was overtaken and killed at the ford neat the Bidge The reiimr nf u I. 
Tughla, Shah had lasted 6 month, and 18 day,. ^ 


DEATH enthrone¬ 

ment OF MUHAMMAD KHAN AT SAMANA. 

Ob the new. reaching Prince Muhaimiiad Khan at Nanarkot h. . j 
the throne at Samana “for the second H™. •• j ■-? “Ounted 

>inrflo ck-nA * i_T r tinaft j and with an ©f 20 000 

home and an mnumerable ho.t of foo t marelmd to Delhi, where, howler 

p. J7. - 

* Ibidem. 

‘EUiot Md Dc™, Vd. IV, p. 01. 
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slaves of tlie late Sultan opposed lil™ under Abu Bakr Sbab f grandson of Sultan 
Firoz}. (Fife, FerishtCt Briggs, VoL I. p. 4GB). 

*‘Oni the 25th Rabiu-l-AkhiE 791 f23rd April 1389) Sultan Mohammad 
took up his position at the palace of Jah ann i im a (on the Ridge) and Abu Bake 
with, hift adherents and forces, was at Firozabad. On the 2od Jumada-l awwal, 
the adherents of Abu Bakr, having taken the streets and walls of Firozabad, gave 
battle to the forces of the new Sultan. On that very day Bahadur Nahir came 
into the city with a party of his followers; and Abu Bakr Shah, being emboldened 
by his arrival, marched on the following day into Firozabad with his horse and 
foot. The battle began, and by the decree of God, Sultan Muhammad was 
defeated. He fled towards hia own territories ’*. Malik* Sarwar (a slave of 
Firoz Shah, and afterwards the founder of the Provincial dynasty of Sharqi 
kings at Jaunpur) was then made wazir. 

In the same year Sultau Muhammad again marched against Delhi, but was 
met and defeated by Abu Bakr again; and we read that " In consequence of the 
■contention among the Mussahnans for the throne, the Hindu infidels gathered 
strength and gave up paying the Jizya poll tax and tribute ”, 

Tn 1390 .\.D, Sultan Muhammad yet again raided the city of Delhi, entering 
through the Badaun Gate, and took up bis quarters at the Humayun Palace. 
” All the people of the city, high and low, and the bazar people, joined him but 
the Sultan found it advisable to flee through a back door in the palace on news 
of his antagonist Abu Bakr’s approach. The old Firoz Shahi slaves, however, 
turned against Abu Bakr. who fied, and on their invitation Sultan Muhammad 
" entered the city and took his seat on the throne in the Palace of Firozabad ”, 

DEATH OF SULTAN MUHAMMAD. 

The somewhat tactless action of the Sultan in takmg away the state elephants 
from the charge of the Firozshahi slaves excited discontent among them ; " so 
they fled in the night ” and joined Abu* Bakr Shah, who was, however, defeated 
in a battle by i force sent against him by the Sultan, captured, and sent a prisoner 
to Mirat, where he died. Some 3 years afterwards the Sultan Muhammad Shah 
died (Jan. 1394 A.D.) having reigned 6 years* and 7 months. 

The late Sultan’s second son, Humayun Khan, then ascended the throne 
under the title Sultan Alau-d-Din Sikandar Shah—but died 1 month 16 days 
afterwards. 

SUCCESSION OF PRINCE MAHMUD AT JAHANPANAH. 

On the death of Sultan Alau-d-Din “Prince Mahmud was placed upon the 
throne in the Humayun palace (in Jahanpanah) and the title Naairu-d-Din 
Mahmnd Shah was given* to him 

1 'Ktljrtt and Dow*™, Tol. IT, raritt'i'JfiiAiwfliiteM, p. 21, 
i PHiiit ud Dowwn, Tol. IT, rariJA'i-JfiitonriaSaA*. p. 22. 

•Ellioi «»ad Do'iistio, Vel. IT, TflritA-i-JfBlwrtiiMkflii, p. 25. 

*£Uiot Mrd Dovfoa, Vol. IT, 27. 

-* Elliot Ktd Dom™, VoL IV TiiftliA-f-lfMftsfiiiiifc***, p- 28. 
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REBELLION AND RIVAL SOVEREIGNTY OF HIS COUSIN NASRAT 

SHAH AT FIR02ABAD. 

Early in his Teijin, however, certain disaffected amirst headed by one Sadat 
Elian, rebelled and raised Nasrat Khan, another grandson of Firoz Shah, to the 
throne, " in tlie palace of Firozabad tinder the title of Nasiru-d-Din Naarat Shah. 
But he was a mere poppet, and all the direction of affairs was in the hands of 
Sadat Khan", who was, however, soon afterwards expelled by the old Firoza- 
shahi slaves, and killed. Thus “in Delhi and Firozabad there were two kings”,* * 
and ** lights came to be daily occurrences Ijetween the two cities ”, 

" The districts in the Doab and fiefs of Sambhal, Pauipat, Jhajhar and 
Rohtak were in the possession of Sultan Nasim-d-Din, while Sultan Mahnuid held 
no place except the forts of old Delhi and Siri ”, 

"In the month of Shawal 800 R (1397 A.D.} the leazir, Ikbal Khan joined 
himself to Sultan Kasiru-d-Din. He placed the Sultan upon an elephant, and 

conducted him into Jahanpanah.Sultan Mahmud was shut up in Old 

Delhi. 

“On the third day Ikba! Khan treacherously attacked the Sultan Naairu-d- 
Din, who, being unablG to resist, Bed with a smaU party of men and elephants to 
Firozabad ", whence he escaped across the Jamna with his family and depen¬ 
dants. 

“Firozabad then came into the possession of Iklial* Khan, who kept the 
Sultan Mahmud in his power as a puppet and himself directed all matters of 
Government.* " 

Such were the conditions of affairs at Delhi immediately prior to Timur’s 

raid. 


TIMUR’S INVASION. 

“In the* month of Safar 801 H. {Oct. 1308 .\,D.) intelUgence came 
that .Amir Timur, King of Khurasan bad attacked Taliiia, and wa.s staying at 
Multan, and that he had put to the sword all the soldiers of Sarang Khan, who 
had been taken prisoner by Pir Muhammad (Timur’s son). This intelligence 
filled Ikbal Khan (the wazir) with dread and anxiety. AimV Timur continuing 
his march, besieged Bhatnir, took the Bat Khul Chain prisoner, and put the 
garrison to the sword. From thence he marched to Samano, and many inhabi¬ 
tants of Dibalpur, Ajodhan, and Sarsuti fled in tenor to Delhi. Many prisonera 
were taken and moat of them received the glory of martyrdom. Then he crossed 
over the Jumna into the Doab, and ravaged the greater part of the country. He 
made a halt at the town of Loni, and there he put to the sword all the prisonera 
whom he had taken between the rivers Sind and Ganges, in all 50,000 men, more 
or less: God knows the truth. Such was the terror inspired by him, that 
Musulmans and Hindus fled before him, some to the mountains, some to the 

1 EUka and Dmww. VoL IV. p. 31 (fiKitaote 1. 

* Etiiot ami DowKn. VoL IV, p. 33. Tar{Uk.i. 

•Elliot And Doviion. Val. IV, at, 7'<TWiA-t.iiruAai«t«MK 

• KnlfM, pp. 31,35 And 3S. 
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deserts, some to the waves of the rivers, and some to Delhi, In Jumaan-l awwal, 
having crossed the Jumna, he halted at Firoiahad. and next dav he took up his 
position at the top of the Haux-i Khaa. Ikbal Khan (the teadr) came out with 
his elephants, and gave battle to Amir Timur in the inutd^n. At the first charge, 
he was defeated by the warriors of Timur, and escaped through a thousand diffieiil’ 
tics with his elephhanta into the city. But as they retreated into the city, many 
men were crushed under their foot and died, and heaps of dead were left. When 
night came on, ikbal Khan and Sultan Mahmud, leaving their wives and children 
behind, came out of the city. The Sultan fled to Gnjrat, and Ikbal Khan crossed 
the river Jamna and went to Baran. Kext day Amir Timur grantwl quatter 
to the city, and took the laneom money' from the inhabitants. On the fourth 
day be gave orders that all the people in the city should he made prisoners, and 

this was done . 

Timur in his memoirs speaks of a plundering excursion 

acainst the palace of Jahanmima, a fine budding erected by Sultan Firaz Bhaii 
on the top of a hill by the banks of the Jamna which ia situated 5 miles from 
Delhi. It was from this hill that Timur reconnoitred the ground on which to 
join battle with the Delhi forces; and be mentions that he encamped before the 
battle in a position opposite to Jahannunia. It was at this camp that the 100,000 
“ infidels ” captured on his way to Delhi were massacred in iiold blood. Such 
. was the orgy of slaughter, that THmur gloatingly tells of a “ Maul ana* * Nasiru-d^ 
Umar, a counsdlor and a man of learning, who, in all his life had never killed a 
/ sparrow, now in execution of my order slew with his sword fifteen idolatrous 

Ji Hindus who were his captives ”, . , * .l u i 

y “ After* the defeat of Sultan Malunud at. the Mmdim in the neigh bon rnood 

of Hauz Khas, Timur marched towards the fort (.Tahanpanah) and carefully 
reconnoitred its toweta and walls, and returned to the side of Hauz Khas. Tliis 
ig a reservoir which was constructed by Sultan Firoz Shah and is faced aU-round 
with stone and cement (gatchb Kaoh aide of that reservoir is more than a Imw 
shot lone, and there are buildings placed around it. Tliis tank m filled by the 
rains in the rainy season, and it supplies the people of the city with water through¬ 
out the year, The tomb of Sultan Firozshah stands on its bank. Wlien I 
had pitched my camp here, the princes and amirs and nuyans, and all the generals 
and officers, came to wait upon me to pay their respects and offer their congratula¬ 
tions on this great* yictoH'”. The Delhi Sultan and his wazir had ^ped 
** through the Hauz Rani and Baraka gates of Jahanpanah, both of which are 
. to the south of the Jahanpanah*”. Timur's camp at Hauz Khas was to the 


Timur goes on to recount that he “mounted his horEe and rode towards 
• the gate of the wiutdou (This gate* is one of the gates of Jahanpanah and opens 
towards Hauz (Khas). I alighted at the Idgah, a lofty and extensive building, 

1 It WM out cT tb^ of tMi nimidtB ihitt tbts paJifflAcre fsf tht mhubitAMs of Delbi nmw. 

*;E!liot %nd Iknimm* Vol.. lOp p, 433. 

•EUiot md Btnrton, Vtil^ III, 441. 

* KiiiDt and Dcmcni^ VdI.. TIU Zojtt^ma, p, ^1. 
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and I gave orders for my qiiartcia to be moved there, and for my throne to be 
set up in the Idgah.^ I took my seat on the Throne and held a court Timur 
speaks of 120 enormous elephants and rhinoceroses which were brought out of 
the fort (Jahanpanah) and paraded before him. “As the elephants passed me 
I was greatly amused to see the tricks which their drivers* had taught them. 
Every elephant at the sign of the driver bowed his head to the ground, made his 
obeisance, and uttered a cry. At the direction of their drivers they picked up 
any obj^t from tbe ground with their trunks and placed it in their drivers hands, 
or put it into their months and kept it. When I saw these mighty animals so 
well trained and so obedient to weak men, I was greatly astonished, and I ordered 
that they should be sent to Turan and Iran, to Fats, and Azur, and Bum, so 
that the prin^ and nobles throughout my dominions might see these animals 
In alluding to the several causes which led to the sack of Delhi and 
the wholesale massacre of its inhabitants, Timur mentions a “ palace of Hazar 
Situn (thousand columns) which Malik Jima {Muhammad Tughlaq) built in the 
fort called Jahanpanah ”; and in lamenting this event, Timor writes: “ By the 
will of God, and by no wish or direction of mine, all the three cities of Delhi bv 
name Siri, Jahanpanah, and Old Delhi had been plundered ", It k noteworthy 
that Firosabad is not specifically included in this catalogue, and, it is to be 
assumed, escaped the general pillage, 

r occupied with the destruction of the people 

of Delhi, 1 took a ride round the cities. Siri is a round city. Its buildings are 
lofty. They are surrounded by fortifications built of stone and brick and are 
very s^ng. Old Delhi has also a similar strong fort, but it is larger than Siri ” 
From the fort of Siri to that of Old Delhi, which is a considerable distance, 
there runs a st^g wall built of stone and cement. The part called Jahanpanali ■ 
IS situated m the midst of the inhabited city (Shahr-i-abadau). The fortifications 
of the three cities have thirty gates. Jahanpanah has thirteen gates, seven'on 
he south side bearmg towards the east, and six on the north aide bearing towards 
the u^t. Sm has wven gates, four towards the outside and three on the inside 
towards Jahanpanah, The fortifications of old Delhi have ten gates aoms 
opemng^ to the exterior and some towards the interior of the citv. men I was 
tired of examining the city 1 went into the 3Iasiid-i-Jami»" ^ 

ment, holing royal Courts and giving great feasts. I den rcaected that I hid 

maS^t^ i^sa-ord to wage a religions war. I started from Delhi and 
etched tW ita to the fort of Firosabad, which stands on the banka of the 
Ja^a. and is ooe of fte cddices erected by Sultan Firozaabah. I halted there 

rid ” '””1“ ^ P«“«Jed to the MasSid-i-Jami. where 

^ my prayers and ogered up my praises and thsnkspvings tor the mercisa 

A,D. by Kbasi ’?*1«S.S 

Vol. m, p. !S4. P«> > m the Ticmoy of thia latter. Un of Makfanli Zait, 

p. i44. 

™ 2 pp. 447-48. 
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of the Almighty. Afterwards I again mounted and proceeded to piteh my 
camp near the palace of Jahannuma (on the Ridge). Here Bahadur Nahir sent 
to me as a tribute two white parrots which could talk well and pleasantly. The 
envoys presented them to me, and told me that these two parrots had belonged 
to Sultan Tughlaq Shah, and that they had lived at the courts of the Sultans ever 
since. The sight of these parrots and the sound of their voices gave me great 
satisfaction, so I gave directions that they should be brought before me in their 
cages every day that I might listen to their , 

Timur says “ J had determined to build a Masjidd-Jami in Samarqand, 
the seat of my empire, which should be without rival in any country; so I ordered 
that alt builders and stone masons (among the artisans and mechanics enslaved 
dmdug the sack of Delhi) should be set apart, for iny own .special service 

“ From Delhi, Timur returned by the skirt of the hills“ Then he 
marcheil through Kalml to his own territories, and arrived at his capital, Samar- 
qand ”, after ravaging the Hindu shrines at Meerut and Hardwar and plundering 
Lahore e»i raate. 

“ After® the departure of Tinuir, the neighbourhood of Delhi, and all those 
territories over which his anuies had passed, were visited with pestilence (wufwr) 
and famine. Many died of the sickness, and many perished with hunger, and 
for two months Delhi was desolate 

subsequent history. 

“in the month of Rajab, 801 (March, .\..D.), Sultan Nasiimd-Din 

[Nasrat Shah who had fled from the malevolence of Ikbal Khan into the Doab 
advanced with a .‘tmall force to Mim-t. The people of the Doab who had obtained 
• deliverance from the hands of the Mughals began to rally and he (Nasrat Shah) 
entered Firosabad with about 2,0(10 bo^. Delhi although ruined came into 
his power ”, 

The tcoztr, however, had the good fortune to capture a force of elephants 
sent against him by the Sultan “and his pow’er increased daily while Sultan 
lfasiru-d* *Din grew weaker and weaker ”. 

“ Delhi fell into the power of Iqbal Klian, and he took up liis abode in the 
fort of Siri”, which in & short time became repopulated. “The district of the 
Doab and the fiefs in the neighbourhood of the capital came into the possession 
of Iqhal Khan but the territories in general remained in the passession of the 
Amirs and Maliks who held them”, “In the* year 8(U H. (1401) Sultan 
Mahmud (Cousin of Nasrat Shah) left the Khitta of Dhar and proceeded to Delhi. 
Iqbal Khan came forth to give liim a formal reception, and the Sultan went to the 
H tima ynn palace at Jahanpauah. But the reius of Government were in the 
hands of Iqbal Khan and so hatred sprang up between him and the Sultan 
Iqbal KJiaii after an ineilectual seige of the Sultan Mahmud, who had taken up 
his quarters, in Kanauj, returned to Delhi, and was shortly afterwards defeated 


^ EUlot and Dowiont VoL IIL p, 449. 

^Elliot mnA DvmiHMi, VoL IVp 

* Filioi and BowwKit VoL IV* JfiitomJbjMliu p, 3S, 
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-and slain in battle near Ajodhan in November 1405 by Kbizr Kban, Viceroy at 
JMultan, wbo sided with Timor on his invasion and aubseiiuently became the 
first ruler of the Sayyid dynasty. A deputation was then sent to Sultan Mahmud 
urging him to take the Government and in the month of Jamada-i-Akliir the 
Sultan left Kanauj with a small force and proceeded to the capital, where he 
assumed the sovereignty Ikhtiyar Khun who had been prominent in the 
restoration of the Sultan '* * received the gift of the palace of Firozabad^ 

“ Khizr JChaii, who had defeated the late Wazir Iqbal Khan in the battle above 
referred to, subsequently directed his forces against the Sultan, and proceeded 
to Delhi and besieged it; Sultan Mahmud being in the fort of Siri and Ikhtiyar 
Khan in the Palace of Firozabad 


Later Khizr Khan, continuing his plundering excursions, again “ proceeded 
to Delhi and invested the fort of Siri. Sultan Slahmud was in the Fort, and, 
Ikhtiyar Khan held the palace of Firozabad for him. The contest went on till 
Ikhtiyar Khun joined Khizr Khan, who then moved from before Siri and took 
possession of the fort of Firozabad. Thus he became master of the fief of the 
Doab and the neighbourhood of the Capital", Owing to a shortage of grain 
^nd forage, however, Khizr Khan returned to Firozpur, and in the same year the 
^tan Mahmud died after a reign of 20 years 2 months ”, 

Khizr Khan®, “ by descent a Sayjdd ”, then definitely took over the Govern¬ 
ment aa Viceroy of the Amir Timur, and ‘"on the 30th May UU A,D. entered 
the fort of Siri, and posted his army in the palace of Sultan Mahmud”. His 
successor Mubarak Shah appears to have resided, when at the capital, either 
in the “palace^ of Delhi” or in that at Siri, before he eventually determined to 
bmld a city on the banks of the Jamna, where on the 17th Rabiu-l-awwal 337 H. 
(Slst October 1433) he laid the foundation of a city w^hich he called Mubaraka- 
bad.* He devoted much time and care in the direction of this building ” 

The Sultayras however assassinated during a visit to inspect the progress of the 
works. 

ThThvo .ufoeeding rulers of tie S»yyid dynorty. Muhammod Shuh and hia 
son Alaii-d-Dm, appear to have resided at Badaun and T>cl!ii‘ at which latter city 
(in U48 A.D.) the Afghan ilaiik Bahlol todi “ ascended the throne with the title 
of Sultan Balilol*and we obtain no further reference to Kotia Klrozshah either 
as a residence of the Sultan or of any of his Amirs. The palace at DclU in it. 
tnm, gave place in the succeeding reIgn of Sikandar Lodi to "Agra where the 
king himself geuerelly dneitV’ and Delhi took second pine. tUf Sher Shah (Snr) 
kft Agra for Mh. ,n the year h47 H. (Into) and, aelnated by unworthy fed inns 
he destroyed .he fort of Alau-d-Din which stood at Siri conspicuona for S 
strength and loftiness, and built ou the bank of the Jtin« (Jamna) between Firoa- 


»E£liol and ItoMwti, VoL lY. --—- 

‘ElUnt and I>ciwbob. Vd. IV. rari«.i.JfBiaraiaiaji,'/p 45/ 

• Elliot ujd Dowwko, Vol. IT, pp. fi], 66. 

‘EUkfl and DnwBon, Vd. IV, TaHtk. i. p, 

•EUiflt aad Dow™. Val, iv, a. ^ 

• Ellid and Dowmh, Vd. IV. p. 8». 

’ Elliot ud Dowmhi, VoL IV. TsTimt-vlJiaudi, pp. 448-450. 

• Tl« «rr«t reading i* J.™, ewy eorr^pUon fcwm thn P*rti.dii*d low ol ,r«na«* [M 1LK.J 
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bad and Kilukiari in the vicmity of Indmpat. a new city about 2 or 3 &os distant 
from the old one. The name of this fort he called Shergath, and the trails o! 
it were of great breadth, length and height, but on account of the shortness of 

his reign he did not live to complete^ it. 

Tliough the TanB-i-Daudi of Abdulla makes no specific mention of Firoza- 
faad in this connection it is only to be expected that it, too, served as a <iuarry 
for Sher Shah’s new city : and its ruins were doubtless again exploited by the 
Mughal Emperor Shahjahan when he built his new city Shahjahanabad in 1643 

A.D. 


* E3ILO& aiiid Do^rwiLp VoL IV^ TttrikA^i^Daudig. p, 477* 
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Tb. Iop» pilta no. up on lie ..of of A, u™ .toned oMol of Kotb Fi™. sbd. .t 

Tk?« ”«™l -to- in«riplioo. of pilgAn. .nd MvoH™. 

n. fint . 1 . «I»U nnd port of tbo »Ta,lh «lirt uo insoibri on tlo four <id» of tl. piltor; 
rtd. tl» ro^.^ of the «v«.th «iict no. .u ,h. pill„. A t»n,i.tioo tbi 

odKU u. »pnrfacod brio. 6om Br. Hnlt^tb’, Coqw, Imorptionum indiewum Vol I - 


Tisst Ftllab BDicrr. 


^lorth /ace of pUlar^ 


TranelaHon. 

“King Devaimmpriya Prijadarjin speahs ting. 

Thia re^ript on was caused to be written by „.e (when I had been} anointed tweoty- 

7 ^. (Happiness) m thia (world) and in the other (world) is difficult to aecuru without 
^at love of morality, careful eiamination, great obedience, great feaj (of sin) (and) ereat en 
But md^ by my instruction this regard for morality and love of morality hL L^ 

ones, and ^ose of middle rank, are oonforming to and practising (nwralitv) (and are thnsi ht 
to stir np fickle (petBona). In the same way the nf the boiden.1 I ^ *’'‘'^**^'* 

For (tbrir) iuu,n.c.iou (i.) m. A., u, pp,L „cci^Z 1T 

,0 r.« pfou^r. b, .,or.H., ,„a, b. guurd ,S.ir .p^ 


North face of pillar^ 


Second Pillar edict^ 


franj^ifttioQ. 


King Devuniiiipriya Priyadar^m speaks thu^s. 

(To pfiM:tise) moraUty is meritorions j but what does moratity include? 

(It includes) few sins, many virtuous deeds i-i. i- 

The gift of spiritual insight also has been bestowed by melii t™thf»Jnefls. (and) purity, 

drupeds, on birds and atjuatic animals yarious benefits have 
Of life. .. many other virtuous dZ at^ 

as this resermt on mnraKtv i._^ follow¬ 


ing purpose was this rescript on morality caused to be written by me i 

might conform to it, and that it might be of long duration And b I ii' “ 

good deeds. iH^ogauration. And he who wiU act thus will perform 


North face of pittar. 

TranfllRtion. 

King Devunatfipriya Priyadar^in speaks thus 

(Men) regard only (their) virtuous deeds, (thinkinvV- ‘ Tbi. j . 

by Tb.,. d„^ 

«ry.»cF.. rfbfb,. 
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-•ouglit- to Iwf Bpedally i^garded; " Thm (fictkm conduccii) to my (happmese) in this {wor]d)i that 
-other {action) to my (happiness) in the other (world)* 

Fourth PtlIlAs edict. 

W^^tface of pillar. 

Translation. 

King Dovanampriya Priyadarfin speaks thus. 

This rescript on morali^ was cnosed to be writteq by me (when I had been) anointed twenty- 
six years. My Lajnfta^ are Decupled with the people, with many humdr^ thonaands of men. 

1 have ordered that either rewards or punishments arc left to their discretion in order that 
the Lajukas should pcrfomi (their) duties confidently (and) fearlessly, that they should bestow 
welfare and happiness on the people of the country, and that they should confer benefits (on them). 
They will know how to cause pleasure and to cause pain (to them), and will exhort the people of 
the country through those who are devoted to morality in order that they may attain (happiness) 
both in this (world) and in the other (world). The LajnhiA also must obey me* They will also 
obey the agents who know (my) wishes. And these (agents) will al&o exhort those (people), in 
order that the Lajuka/i may be able to please me. For^ as one feels confident after having en¬ 
trusted (his) child to an intelUgent nurse, (thinking}; * The intelligent nurse be able to keep 
my child well \ so the Lajnka^ were appointed by me for the welfare and happmeas of the country 
people. In order that they should perform (their) duties, being fearleiJS, confident, (and) unper¬ 
turbed, for this (purpose) I have ordered that either rewards or punishments are left to the diocdce* 
tiou of the Lajftka^. For the following is to be desired, (mi.), that there should be both impaj> 
tiality in judicial proceedings and impartiatity in punishment. And my order (leachea) even 
so far (that) a respite of three days is granted by me to persons lying in prison ou whom punish¬ 
ment has been passed, (and) who have been condemned to death. (In this way) cither (their) 
relatives will persuade those {Lajnias) to (grant) their life, or, if there is none who persuades (them) 
they will bestow gifts or w'ill undergo fasts in order to (attain happiness) in the other (world). For 
my desire is this^ that even when the time (of respite) has expired, they should Attain (happiness) 
in the other (world). And various moral practices, self ODUtrol* (and) the distribution of gifts 
arc (thus) promoted among the people, 

FiFTB PlIXAJt EDICT. 

Souih face of pt'Htfr. 

Translation. 

King Devanampriya PriyadaT^m speaks thus* 

(When I had been) anointed twenty-six years the following animals were declared, by 
me inviolable, parrots, mainas, the the mddy geese, wdid geese, the nafulimukha^ 

the gelaia, bats, green-ants^ terrapins, Iwncly fish, the FeJai^A-Up the Goiiga-jmputak^, skate- 
fish, tortoises and porcupiuesp squirrels, the rrimura, bulls set at liber^, iguanas, the rhinoceros, 
white doves, domestic doves (and) all the quadrupeds vrhich are neither useful nor edible^ Tho^ 
(she-goats), ewes, and sows (which are) either with young or in milk, are inviolable, and also 
those (of their) young ones (which are) le^ than six months old. Cocks must not be caponed. 
Husks containing living animals must not be burnt. Forests must not he burnt either uselessly 
Of in order to deatroy (living beings)* Living animals must not be fed with (other) living 
ammulii^ Fish are mviolable, and must not be sold, on the three Chatumiosig^ (and) on the 
Tisbya full-moon duriug three days (luV.), ttie fourteeath, the fifteenth ^ (and) the first 
and invariably on every fast day. And during these same days also no other desses of' animals 
which are in the elepliant park (and) in the preserves of the fishermen, must be kille^l. Un the 
-eighth (fiVAv) of (every) fortnight, on the fourteenth, on the fifteenth, on Tishya, on Punarvasu, on 
the three Chatnnnasis (and) on festivals, bulls must not be cBstrutedj (and) he-goats, rums. 
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boATE, and whAtever other (aiumala) are castrated {otherwue) roust oot b« CAStnted (then),. 
On Tishya, oo Punarvasu, on the Cbatamiasis, (and) dorfog the fortnight of (orery) Chaturrnusl, 
horeca (sod) boLlooks tnnet not be branded. I'nti] (1 had been) soointed twenty-sii years, in 
this period the release of prisoners was ordered by me twenty-five (times), 

81XTH Pinr^it EDICT. 

EoH flux of ptTinr. 

Translatton. 

• King Devanaibpriya Frtyadar^in speaks thus. 

(When I had been) anointed twelve years, reseripta on morsUty wm caused to be written 
by me for the welfare and happiness of the people, (in order that), not transgressiiig those 
(reaeripts), they might attain a promotion of morality m various respects. (Thinking): ‘ thus 
the welfare and happiness of the people (will be secured)/ I am directing my attention not only 
to (my) relatives, bnt to those who are near and far, in order that I may load them to happiness, 
and I am instructing (them) accordingly. In the same manner T am directing my attention tiK. 
all ela&Gee. And all the sects have been honoured by mo with honoure of various Ifi nHa, But 
this is conaidered by me (my) principal (duty). Utr., VTsitmg (the people) personally. (When I 
had been) anointed twenty-si* years, this rescript on morality was caused to be written by me. 

Seventh Pillar edict, 

Ea^ face of piUar. 

Translation. 

King Bevanampriya Friyadar^in speaks thus. 

The kings who were in times past, had this desire, that men might (be made to) progress 
hy the promotion of morality; bat men w'ere not made to progrese by an adequate promotion 
of moraliti'. Concerning this, King Devinsriipnya Priyadar^in speaks thus. The following 
ooenrred to me. On one band, in times past, kings had this deaite that men might (be made 
to) progress by an adequate promotion of morality; (bnt) on the other hand, men were not 
made to progress by an adequate promotion of morality. How then might men (bo made to) 
conform to (morality) ? How might men (be made to) progress by an adequate promotion of 
morality ? How could 1 elevate them hy the prornotion of morality ? Concerning King 
Devanampriya Priyadar^in speaks thus. The following occurred to me. I shall Isaae pwiclama- 
tionfl on morabty, (and) shall order instruction in morality (to be given), 

Eowntl iht pitlar. 

Translation. 

Hearing this men will conform to (if), will be elevated, and will (be made to) progress considerably 
by the promotion of morality. For this purpose prockmationa on morality were issued by me, 
(and) manifold mstruction in morality was ordered (to be given), (in order that thoee agents) 

, (of mine) too, who me occupied with many people, wiU exhort (them) and wilt ejtpkin (morality 
to them) m detail The l^jutaa aUo, who are occupied with many hundred thousands of men^ 
these two were ordered by me: ' lu auch and such a manner exhort ya the people who are devoted 
to morality’. Devanimpriya Priyodar^in speaks thua, Having in view this very (matter) 

I have set up pillars of morality, appointed MahomStras of morality, (and) issued (pruclamations) 
on moniiity. King Devanainpriya Priyadar^b speaks thus. On the roads banyan trees wew 
caused to he planted by me, (in order that) they might afford shade to cattle and men, (and) mango- 
groves were caused to be planted. And (at intervab) of eight JTm wells wen caused to be dug 
by mo, and flights of steps (for descending bto the water) were caused to be htiilt Numerous 
drinking places were caused to be established by me, hcK and then for the enjoyment of cattle 
and men. (But) this so calfcd enjoyment (fo) (of little consequence). For with vanoua coruforta 
have the people been bles..ed both by former kbgs and by myaelf. But by me this has been done 
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for tlie Mowing porpose: tliAt they might coofoim to that practice of morality. Dcvanlm* 
priya Priyadarib speaks thus. Those my il/uAdwa/ras of morality too ate occupied with afikira 
of many kinds w'hicb are beneficial to ascetics as well as to bouseholdeis, and they are 
occupied also with all sects. EJome (jVfeMnwtras) were ordered by me to busy tbem- 
selvea with the affaire of the SnifijAu ; likewise others were ordered by me to busy themseWea also 
uritb the Briihtnapaa (and) Ajlvikas; others were ordered by me to busy themselves also with 
various (other] sects; (thus]differentMoAumolros (are busying themselves) speciaUy with diffcrcat 
(congregations). But my AfaAJ»»^r<is of morality are occupied with these (congregatioua) as 
well as with nil other secta. King DevBnimpiiyti PriyadarSm speaks thus. Both these and 
manv other chief {officers) are occupied with the deliveiy of the gifta of myself ss well as of the 
queens, and among my whole harem (they are reporting) in diverse waya different worthy recipients 
of charity both here and in the provinces. And others were ordered by me to busy themselves 
*lflo with the delivery of the gifts of (my) sons and of other queens’ sons, in order (to promote) 
noble deeds of morality (and) the practice of niomlity. For noble deeds of morality and the 
practice of moralitv (conHst in) this, that {morality}, viz., compassion, liberality, truthfulness, 
purity, gentleness,'and goodness, wUl thus be promoted among men. King Devunampriya 
Prijadariin speaka thus. Wbataoever good dwis have beea perfomed by me, tbeae the people 
have imitated, and to those they are conforming. Thereby they have been made to progress and 
will {be made to) progress in obedience to mother and father, in obedience to elders, in courtesy 
to the aged, in courteay to Brabmanos and Sremauas, to the poor and distressed, {and) even to 
slaves and servants. King Devanaritpriya Priyadariin speak-a thus. Now this progress of morality 
among men haa been promoted (by me) only in two ways, {i?w.), by moial lestnctioiis and by 
convereion. Bnt among these (two), those moral restrietiona are of little eonsequen«; by con- 
Toraon, however, {morality is promoted) more considerably. Now moral restrictions indeed 
ate these, that I have ordered this, (that) certain animals ate inviolable. But there are also 
manv other moral restrictions which have been imposed by me. By conversion, however, 
the progress of morality among men has been promoted more considerably (because it leads) to 
abstention from hurting living beings (and) to abstention from killing animals. Now for the follow- 
ing purpose has this been ordered, that it may last os long ns (my) sons and groat-graodaons (shall 
reign and) as long as the moon and tho sun (shall) shine, and in order that (meu) may conform to 
it For if one conforms to this, (happinesa) in this (world) and in the other (world) wiU be attained. 
This rescript on morality was caused to be WTitten by me (wbeu I had been) anointed twenty- 
reven years. Concerning this Devanampriya says. This rescript on morality most be engraved 
there, where either stone pillars or atone slabs are (available), in order that this may bo of long 

duration." _ ^ ■ / 

Besides the edicts, there are three short inscriptions recording the victones of 

Chahamana ^^saladeYa, Vigrahamja, king of Sakambutl or Siimbhar son of Amialladeva 
dated Samvat 1220 {A.D. 11 <14).* Among the smaller inscriptions on the pillar mention 
mav be made of the name of .Sri BMdra d/tfm or Subhadramitm written in Gupta script^ 
and also other names of Subarmt:^rai {goldsmiths) mz., Sunja TwrAuu, Vanjui, Har 
Mugha (or Singha) and his son Kumura. The name of a wandering mendicant Siddha 
Bitayankara Natha Jogi occum on the pillar. According to Cunningham ah these 
inscriptions were engraved when tho pillar stood on its ori^al site at Topm^. Later 
on after its removal two more records were added on to it both m Nagan and dated 
Samvat 15 S 1 (A.D, lo24); the engravers being and \yai son of 5a^on<». The 

last mentions the name of Swlifarta Jbmhima or Sultan Ibrahim Lodi. (A. D. 1517-25). 


I Indian Antiqmiff, VoL KLK. ^ 
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A MEMOm ON KOTLA FIROK SHAH, DELHI. 


TRANSLATION OF THE EXTRACTS IFOLIOS 91 (b) TO 105 (b)] 

FROM SIRAT-1-FIR02SHAHK 

A Persian manuscript in XastaUq character dated 1002 A.H. in the Oriental 
Public Library, Bankipore, Patna. The extracts deal with the 
removal of the so-called Minarah-i-Zarrin (golden pillar)—the mono¬ 
lith containing the edicts of Asoka from the village of Topra near 
Khizrabad to Firo^bad now know'n as Kotla Firoz Shah, Delhi. 

GoUea PiUar^ 

[91-6] Verso— 

1. T Tiia pillar, tiigh as tho heavoti, is made of a slDgle block of stone and tapers upward, being 
broad at tbe base and narrow at the top. 

2, Seen horn a btindred /araattg^ it looks like A hillock of gold, as the Sun when it spreads 
its rays in tbe moruing. 

3, Ko bird—neither eagle, nor crane — can Hy as high as its top and arrows, whether Khadaifig 
OF EAa^di* *, cannot reach to its middle. 

4. If thunder were to rage about tbe top of this pillar, no one could hear the sound owiiig 
to tbe great distance (between the top of tbe piliar and the ground}. 

6. 0 God! how did they lift this heavy mountain (i.c., the pillar) ?; and in what did they 
fix it (so firmly) that it does not move from its place? 

6* How did they carry it to the top of the building which almost touches tbe heavona and 
pbee it there (in its upright position) 1 

7. How couU they paint it all over with gold, (so beautifully) that it appears to the people 
like the golden morning! 

8. Is it the lote-trce of potadifte (fuhs) which the angels may have planted in tliis world or 
is it the heavenly “lidruA "* which the people‘iniaginc to be a mountain 1 

9. he foundations have been filled with iron and atone; and its trunk and branches (i.e., 
abaft and capital) are made of gold and corals.* 

ATi<t truly as the removal of the stone monolith and its erection in front of the mosque by 
the order of the King is a wonderful achievement, the methods employed in its removal and 
erection arc being recorded in this book, in order that the description may be imeful for those who 
wish to know the details thereof. This work was done at the time when [92-o] by the grace of the 
Almighty God, the King (whose kingdom may ever endure) was able to conquer the country of 
Sind—and this country is so very difficult to control and administer that people generally believe 
the task to be impoftsible, ond the continuance of disturbance there for generation after generation 
have affected tbe kingdom like a chrome iH^ase, as is weU known to the public; yet the Kiug 
with the help of his grand cavalty* and star-like army marching imdcr the victorious banners 
as the bright Sun, may God ever keep them victorious, totaUy subdued that province, 
and (woa able to) bring the chiefr, headmen and zamitiAin of that province together with their 

* A/orMW «fi“ fram 21 to S oiilea. 

■ A'W<»V-poplsr, benw «ri™« Buido iodigenoiu poplar. imported frttd aiat*. DuUna;i 

■ *nin (fUMginiiD') uee in tho 7th Uearcik, nurkiiig tlia Umii beyond which no hiuiuui or Behstuil beitiai h»™ naj 

kuowlKlsa of AUTthiiif! Amb}, - . . _ a ^ , . . 1 . 

* In the or^ind XU tho firtt word ( ^ heniMlieli w wporfluotu. The worth ^ Hit 

u, ^T.»in p of the Belt ptw* l™ imaht to «nim the ond of the verto. 

Til— vecem aw. if not the noriint. one of the earlKot fvomjileB of JfuannMOi veiee m popuUr m Intot d»>-i. 
a Oitrdiue or oome other wwd hoa obvionilj boon Ufl cint between and 1^,;^ 

0 







I 


Zi 


A MEMOIR ON EOTI.A FIAOZ SHAH, DELHI. 


mves, children and near lelatioiiE to the capital—as has already bcea mentioned in this bock 
in the chapter deallng^ with the King's wars and heroic deeds—; and when the victorious banners 
returned to Firozabad, the capital (may it remain safe until the end of the world), it so happened 
that the King resolved to go out bunting towards the Sirmitr htlU. On a former bunting expedi¬ 
tion too the King had visited the neighbourhood of these hills and had seen the stone pillar in the 
village Topra^ on the bank of the Janan (Jamua I) which flows into supplies water to) the 
Firoa-bah canal. 

On the pillar is an macriptlont the chamctcis of which are unintelli^ble to the men of this 
period ; but the (native} hiatoriaiiji have a tradition to the effect that four Uitnisand odd Teaie 
have passed since this pillar and a teioplB were erected at this place. Another Inscription on the 
pillar is only 2+9 years old and is said to mention thatBisal Deva, Chohan, Eat of Sambhal, who 
came to wonahip certain idols on the banks of the Saraswatl river, found this pillar in its present 
position. It is also said that Boa (or Down) the Mongol king and Qntlugh Khwnjn, the Mongol, 
visited this place with their armies ; and that later on Tiruieshiiin* also visited the place and 
[92-6J attempted to split the pillar by burning a huge fire around ita base, bnt the pillar did not 
crack—though Mine effect of the fire may still be traced. The firewood required for the purpose 
was got together by ordering that each man of his army who rode an animal was to bring a Joai 
of firewood twice. 

The King of Islam now prayed to the Alm^hty God that he may be enabled to remox-e the 
stone pillar and re-erect it near the Jum'ab mosque of Firozabad on the bank of the Javan (Jamua) 
With this purpose the King went on & (second) hunting expedition to the 8irmar hills, and In the 
village of Maqbulabad, oftW Topra, which is situated on the banks of the Jatan (Chkang ?)*tho 
stream which feeds the Fiioz-bah canal stood the stone pillar, the like of which in heigti't and 
GuciiEif«reiiC€ kad not b^en Men by any one, 

(Verse) None ever saw such a beautiful pillar under the canopy of the heavens which is unsup¬ 
ported by any poles. ^ 

The King saw this pillar (for the second time}. 

The sages snd wise men of the time were simply astonished at the sight, and though they 
dived deep into the sea of thought they succeeded not in bringing out the pearl of the solution of 
these seerets-namely whence and how this heavy and lofty stone nionoHth was brought to this 
place and what were the exact engincciing methods employed In ita erection here. VerUysucli 
an achievemeat could hanlly have beeu accomplished by human beings for the simple reason that 
it is beyond the powere of Man. Some of the learned infidels, on the authority of their IJindi 
books, said that the pillar bad grown out of the (boweb of the) earth and reached the lieavensi- while 
others said that underneath the pilbr was s magical toWemon and that nobody could remove the 
pillar, and that if excavations were made around the base of the pillar large vipers, snakes scor¬ 
pions and wasps would come out and bring the people to grief. [93^iJ Such were the things which 
the King heard ; (but) as he was determined to remove the pillar he said “ By the grace of the 
Creator, who sees and hears everything, we shall remove this lofty piJkr and moke a minar of it 
m the ah Mosque of Firozabad where, Go<l willing, it shall stand as Jong as the world endures " 
bo the King ordered the engineers and all the wise, shrewd, and ingenoua men of the time to devise 
each man according to his own mteUigencc, understanding and ingenuity, the 


means of takmg 


* AIim M^qbaUbad, u mtHted «i folio 03.^. 

* Ttrinsahiiia, nUif nf Bukba™ wU Mawuman Kahr, wu Uie mm of 
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don'll the pilUf, Its tcidotaI to Firoiiabad, which is the resort of all the oocupante of the inhabited 
quarter*, and its ie-«rection in the Jiim'ah Mosque of Ftrozabnd, and to let the King know of the- 
varioua tuethode they would eoggeat'. But in truth, those who for their shrewdness, sagacity 
and ingenuity obimerl to be the equals of Avicenna, Plato, Gaicnua, Aristotle and BuaiiTj-mihr^r 
caught the atirta of inability with the teeth of eicusea in this task, and considered that the removal 
of the pillar was absolutely impossible. Thereupon His Majesty the King of Islam who lias been 
adorned and amply endowed by God with all religious and worldly virtues and with sound know¬ 
ledge and perfect wisdom, himself devised ingenious plans and methods of each operation connected 
with this achievement. The felling and transporting of the pillar was accompliahed with the 
help of divine inspiration, in accordance with human, understanding as revealed in the kmg’a 
wise plans in the month of Mubartam 709 A.H. (September 1367 A.C,), And every detail of the 
work including the t}'ing of ropes and construction of miisoniy piers; pulling the topes in all 
directions and balancing the pillar with their help; the employment of elephants for dragging 
the (fallen) pillar, and following on their failure [93-5] the employment of longer ropes with VO.OOO 
men and their suocesa in carrying the pillar to the banks of the Jamna; then arranging well- 
balanced boats for the pillar, loading the pillar on the boaU and floating the same; its journey 
to Firoznbad ; the making of all the airangements over ogain for removing the pillar and carrying 
it in front of the Jnnroh Mosqne, there constructing a (large) building, raising and placing the pillar 
thereon with the help of pulleys, etc., and re-erecting the pilbt according to the laws of wisdom— 
a gift of the most exalted God, all this was done exactly in the same way ns was oidcred by His 
Majesty the King, may God perpetuate his rule ami sovereignty. 

JAe plan of taking dmen the ‘pillar to the grotiiiJ irw mggeated 5y the King {as faUoKs) 

Construct sis wooden piers like unto the piem of a dome, each ten yards in circuinfcrcnce and 
of the same height as the monolith itself. Two of those piern should bo conatructwl (jeluiid the 
pillar and two (to the right and two)* on the left. The distances of the piers should be six yards 
from each other and seven yards ftom the monolitli. The piers then should be strengthened with 
iron noils ami wrapped with taw hides and ropes, each pier being further supported on three sides 
by two very thick and long wooden (slanting) supports on each side. The wooden pieta should 
then be joined to each other by means of (two) large wooden beams m the middle and at the top, 
and on each of the beams a wheel* should be fixed in a vertical position whereon the ropea could 
^y pass. Such wheels should be fixed at five places, two on either side of the monolith and 
one at the back. Then in order to hold and move to tighten or relax) thm topes, five pidkgs 
(or winches ?) should be set up (on three sides of the pillar, *.e„ two at either aide and one at the 
back), and behind the pulley at the back (of the monolith) should be the end pier ('«s6«j 0 and 
miothcr wheel should b« fixed there with the necessary rope tied to it. The ends of these six 
lopes* should be tightly bound round the pillar bo that its upper portion [ 94 nril may be firmly held 
by^em. And to the two piers in front of the pillar should be tied thick strong ropes, running 
from end to end, in twenty places so that there shall be a rope at every yard*. So that when 
the top of the pillar is lowered, it shall rest on the ropes. And four long ropes should be tied to 
the top of the pillar. These ropes may be pulled towards the front when it is desired to incline 
the pillar from its upright position and at the same time the ropes at the pulleys may be relaxed 
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yard by yard nntil the piJkr rests on the horisEoptal ropes tied in front Then the particular 
rope on which the top of the pilhuf regte may be slowly related and untiod ; the pillar pulled 
towards the front and the ropes at the pulleys relaxed bit by bit and the operation repeated 
until the head of the pillar ahalJ rest on the pasheb in front. [This posAefr should be constructed 
at a distance of six yards from the base of the pillar; It should be Bftecn yards in len^h, ten yaids 
in width, and sixteen yards high, but the height should (decrease gradually to form a slope until 
it is) only five yards on the side fnokig the pilinr. This pSshdi should be made of mud, and on 
all four sides it should be strengthened with wooden supports.’] 

fg-U] litustratim nhowins thr ansdim of the piert ORrf puQeys tmi the o/ mww, /«■ 
tak\>fsdmcn the stftne piWtr. (I llustration Fig. 1). 

[96-fl] And this pSfhA should be conatnioted at a distance of six yards from the base of 
the pillar; it should be fifteen yards wide, ten yards deep and sixteen raids high but the heiuht 
should decrease gradually to foim a sloj^ until it is only five yaida on the side facing (ie m^«t) 

the pillar. This posAcf. should be made of nmd and o„ uU four aides it should be strengthened 
With wooden supports, ^ 

lUuetffitio*, shouinff the pS^heb m wA/cA the stone pilhr shmdd rest tthile it is beina tnl^ 
duwn. (Illustration Fig. 2). ^ 

[9M1 ,W th. MO., (pUkr), hota, it it tol,. Aon., ,houM h. cov,M .11 round ,i,h 
long omppMl mh nw hid«; om| Urg, qu«ntitii!. of p.ddy Mrott dionld bo n|.c<Ki 

ovor the «. rt.t tl, .tone m.y M,y hurt or hjory. d.d ul,„ 

o. Ar ^ th, depth of .hout . „.y ^ ? * 

.11 the rtprt ot the b.ek ..d „de. ,.it. Whe. o.e jurd of mud i. rtrtoved, the r^J 

.t the Wh pullej-e rt.y be (eWv) reUgrti, Tbi. Aoeld be rtpe.rtd .„d .*«„ 

the pillar fies prone on the ^ * 

The Ro^l followed «.d M«o,di«,lr <»« pUhr taid iw brtul low „„ th, 

Me deewe of plorreg <*e pjl„ o. /i. fa, cart (yaefia) haao, a. ladka i, (*e HiaffZj' 
-The K.„g of W.U,. wboM role 1» pen».„...d. ordered th. preporttio. of . Z. ,of 
to the kogth of the eto.e pill., .„d provided with te.< wheel., meh ten vud. in ciro , 

The cart should then lie pleeed leiigtb-wiee near the pilkr and oa the side ncarcat Ih "T* 
th, whroW the cart ahoald be polled off aod Ihelr anle-eod. .apportod o„ a 1*.’’ 

uoartroclMl at a dwla™, of si, ysrf, ft„„ ^in,, ^ 

the top soraee of .to .all the „f pi„„, .„a „„ ,j„ ^ cnL^h"^ 

wheels oro stdl oo ,he,r a.le. .,ho.ld he erode.! (a „w of, ft,., pulky, , dieta^e^r. ^ !, 
iroro .he eart. Tl,e rope, of the pollevs .h„.ld ,h™ 1, tirtl ro the pillar tZ lX", ''"1^ 
other ropro rooy also be tied (to the pillar) in hetwro.d (.ft, p.,w wiefc 

el the pulleys rtivolve oa roaeh «, i. deslrobk aod (when tl„ pillar baa hwi. lairoi .1” 

toweicffl down on the cart then) vicld thn mng., ,1 r -hi ” ra»™ and is to bo 

balarwed oo ,b. cort. The. .1’ (™ilw .TJ, T'' “ ”J”. " 

wheels re-attached to the cart, and earth ete clenreTfre''T I T ^fi-roda, the 

ready ,0 .rort, Th. Royal orders were .erod i'po. ...d the ^eX’r .''^ “ 

/liusfr<ttw» shourine the ereclioti of mJUurt a^aJ ii • • j- , ' ** ®*pected. 

f. ro Me Who, miusttatioo Fig. ^7 ^ ^ 

1 Tilt fMkWpti in H|UHfV bj-AC-kcU il d(?kt«d 7T~ ^ ^ -—^ 

prupcT pDaitiacv dn "’.*-**+ tip lo tlm |nmt * Xhd pua^ il - - 

* Alif 309) my, Umi the ^ evideauv into™. 

A >'4nl wmh <quiT4lf!nt Id nbatst two feet " sifornHtL 
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The devux of carrifing the jnTfcii* »» ihe gardun or h/dha, — ^Tlc King ordered that ton large 
iron ringa ahonld be attached to either side of the cart. Thick long ropes may then 

be tied to the rings at one end and to the necks of elephanta at the other. Similarly three thick 
ropes may be tied to the front of the cart and passed op to the necks of bqllocks; so that the 
cart may thua be <lra|ged forward from three aides, by bullocks in front and by elephants on 
the right and left. Four ropes may also be tied at the back of the cart and a party of men should 
hold them, pulling the ropes backward where the ground may dope thus preventing the cart 
from going down by force and out of control as that vfould not be free from clanger; and where 
the ground in front of the cart may rise the party holding the back ropes should also help in 
dragging the cart forward. So in truth it was done f hut the mountain-like elephants, lofty 
and furioufl, though they tried to drag it with all their prowess, did not succeed in their efforts 
and (»uld not wove the cart: so the King ordered the elephants to be removed and the pillar 
to be dragged by men both slaves and free men. Great Khans and well-known persons, cour* 
tiers, well-to-do gentlemen and ordinary men all caught hold of the Topes only too willingly 
(lit. passed the ropes over their obedient necks) to drag the cart forward. Tlie cart began to 
move and all were pleased beyond measure, and, in token of tliis practical demonstration of 

their loyalty, eiclaimed. 

(Verse). 

The load which could not he carried by a thousand of your furious elephants, we cany it 


with ease on our own necks. 

And thus, with ull desirable order and systematic artangements, the pillar was taken to the 
bank of the Jamnn where a boat was ready, God be praised and thanked. 

[9-^] llluMralion sbointig fAe anivat of ihe hdha wit/i Ike mne pillar, at the Aawi oj the 

Jitmm Rivet- (lUufltnition Fig. 4). . . 

The device of jAaciiig the pi'iiar oa /Ac toa/.-{Tlie King ordered that) the cart carrying the 

pillar should be Ijiought to [97-i] th« ghat where the boat was to be moored. At tho place where 
the boat shall be tied, the ground shoiiM be dug as much aa neccasarjS so that it may be a^ 
riffht.» The wheels towards the boat side may then be removed from the cart so that on this 
Bide the cart (asles) should reat on the ground. Four ptUleys should then be erected in a Une 
(W facing each other) behind the pillar at a distance of ten yards and two pulleys at each end 
of the pillar at the same distance. To these pulleys strong copes should be tied and a pdrAefr 
of thick wooden beams constructed from the pillar right down to the middle of the boat where 
the nilUr will rest. Then the ropes of the four pulleys opposite the pillar aa well as the four 
roues (of the comer pulleys 1) which would be held by men. should be relaxed yard by yard 
but all the time held firmly so as to move one end of the pillar exactly as much as the other. 
In this way it should be moved until the pillar rests exactly in the middle of the boat. 

In the boat itself each alternate opening should he (illcd in with lime-mortar, the other being 
Mt for draining water. Further, a large frame (teran) should he prepared with ten long lieams 
and lar trees and suspnded along either side of the boat. The^ franics be help 
ful in loudinu and floating the boat. Ami on the other. U., nver-side of the boat, should he 
Lund two largo boats to ^rve as a support.* When the pillar is correctly pUce^l m the boat 
it should be tied with ropes in eight places to the boat and to the temu. Then all .hoiJd say 
wo muradAo. t'e, in the name of Gml may the boat go and snehoH, aud 

the boatmen should begin to row, _____ 

1 To iwmit vf ibe teiug bwpglit ctoae to tl» rim tank. 

t Tlie mnnuifrllrt dem Udt give the Tcth sfter b . it . i, . * . 

. At the tune of the will UPtutoUy iuelioe to ™e side. Th«e ..U, I™., wdl not ellew ,t to 0.er- 

by Muh«niD«In™ when * b«t Snu tegin, to mo™ b«»iito X™h T«lied it (or ht. Ark ^ 
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IttusfriUioH showing tho jndting of (he whtds of ihe cmt from one side and the tyirig of rojits 
and jntUing (up) of ike fiUar so ihot may be '^ceA in the boat. 

[96^1] 

(lUtLatratiOD Plat« VT, o), 

[98-6] untD the raft arrives near the fort of Fiiozahad at the ^lat where we^ have ordered 
the dcepemiig of the hank of the Jamna, 

Ilhtsiration showing the arrival of the boU and pillar by the bank of the Jamna, the bringing 
of a cart near the boat, and the tying of ropa to the pillar in order to remove it from the boat, and 
place it o>i ih^ carf. 

(Illustration Plat* * VI, 6), 

[99-<i] From the boat (the King ordered tbat), the pillar should be removed and carried to 
the mosque of Frrozabadj just Id the same as it was carried on the cart before atid abifted 
from the cart on to the boat ; 

lU^^rfjiicn shotving the d^xiriure q/ tht cari mth the n^ofwtith for the tomi of Firozafxtd, 

(Illustration Plate VI, c). 

[99-t] /flwseraljett showing the atrivai of the cart wilA the jn/far, in /r«ii of the mosgiie of 

FiVojfl&id, 


(Uluatration Plate VI, d)* 

[lOO-d] UlustriOUm showing the KJJwIrMtrfien of the foandotions of a lirvKiure, 6J yards square 
(on which to raise the pillar). 

(lllustmtion Fig. 5), 

[100-i] 60 that by the grace of God Almighty the pillar may bo erected in the mosque; 
-and whatever the King bad wished or intended God waa gracious enough to grant. 

The method of ereding the pillar and making a miitar in the Jam ah Hosque of Firotabad. 

The King of Islam ordered that a large pit sixty one yarda square be dug to a diepth of seven 
yards, and the whole of it filled in with stone and mortar (mnaonry), until the masonry ia level 
^th the ground surface, where it shotUd measure ordy DO yards square. To these dimensionfl 
it {the plinth) should be raised to a height of three yards of which the lower one yard mav be 
left oat of consideration* and the top of the remaining two yards considered aa the floor of a 
senes of arched chambers. Thus the walls of the chambers shall commence at a height of three 
yards (from the ground surface) and raised to a height of six yards and a half, the roof beimt 
eight yards wide and serving as the floor of the second storey 

[lOl-q] 

(Illustration Fig. 6). 

AW, ab gWId b. «.„aric,ri ,■> (iatemetin* !)• .reia. th= »rond « mjdl. 
forty^oox ™ i„ Wgl,. rta, ite ^ 

tue floor of the third storey, 

[101-6] lUrntration showing the (plan of (Ac) second sttwey. 


* the Kfn^. 

■ And euTered with cArth (?) 

■ FoJic 100^ ci]«b hens, iBsvias ■ •!»<» gf mous tlrte mdiei blaiik. 
^ fdg ddr % ijlt jj Jib 


The UlutmtiaD owQpIfii fo[|o i^i 
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(lUuBtration Fig. 7}. 

[I02-o] Ajid the third rtorey of this building should bo 2S yards aquare in plan. Of this, 
-a apaca of nine yards in width on all four Bides should be covered by eight dotnes^, leaving a 
apace of ten yards square in the centre where the pillar shall have to be erected. On this central 
space should be constructed, very carefully, a “pakka rnasonry platform with stona and niortar. 
The third storey should also be six yards and a half in height, the total height of all the three 
storeys together being 22 yards and a half* *, 

/Zfustro^ion sAoiWwy the roirinj of iht p\iioT iiw J^rds tU n tijne, fitit at one ciwf ond fAen ol 
the lAher {lit. frtm riffJU tn Itfi and from kft to fiffU). (Illustration Fig. 0.) 

This illustration shows how' the pillar was carried up (to the top of the building). .After 
the maspury was raised to a height of two yards on one side, it would be commenced at the 
■other side, and raised to the eame level as the first side so that the pillar may be rolled over to 
that Bide. Then again the masoniy (and the pillar} would bo raised to a further height of two 
yards on this side and the process would be repeated on the other aide, the masonry being raised 
two yards at a time and the pillar raised accordingly (and placed on the finished masonry whenc* 
it would be rolled over to the other «de after the mtervoning gap was filled). 

And the central space (in the Sid storey)’ [102‘/>I which is ten yards squaro and where the 
pillar shall be erected, should be carefully measured and marked so that the distance between 
the pillar and the domee should be exactly^ eight yards on each side. Of the total twenty-two 
yards length of the piUar, the lower two yartls should be fixed into the central masonry plat¬ 
form and the remaining twenty yards be visible. Thus the building being twenty-one yards 
and a half in height^ and the ^ble portion of tho pillar twenty yards, the total height would 
become forty-two yards and a half [when the pillar is erected). On tho top of the monolith 
should then be set up a capital made of coloured stones and consisting of a pedestal (Aur^T) a 
mvTobalam-ahaped ornament (AolifoA), a globe (tniai«?) and a crescent {iiioA). The height of 
this capital abould be aeven yards and a half so that the total height (of the top of the pillar 
fcom the ground) may he fuil fifty yards. (Moreover}, at tho top of the third storey, at the 
four comera. should be placed the figures of four lions, each four yards square in plan and five 

yards in height. 

mwlrotion 9 howi,ig the third ttorcf. (lUustiatlon Fig. 9.) I193-a] Dcscripfion of the vi^hode 

eoiufrudi'f^ the fcwi'hifiiSf and roist'ny the stone ptWar, 

By the command and suggestion of the King of Islam it was ordered that the following me¬ 
thod be employed for raising the pillar i— 

Fimt a sloping posheh, twenty-eight yards wide, be constructed from the ground up to tho 
-roof of the first storey which is nine and a half yards b height. Eight pullcjui ahould then be 
set up on thU roof and two at the comers. The two ends of the pillar should be tied to the comer 
pulleys' and ten more ropes should be tied to the pillar and held by men. Then twenty poles 
of wood called son? by the Kahdrs in India, should be placed at intervals across the pasAeh, 
and two'thick wooden beams equal in length to that of the pillar itself, and each five yards in 
.oiicumference should be placed along the pillar, one on either side. Now let the pulleys be 
turned and the hand-ropes drawn. As the pillar is pulled upward, the two thick supporting 
beams shall move along with it. When the pillar has been token over the pdsheb to the level 
xoof of the first storey. It should be toUed clr«e to the pullcj-s and kept there. Then on this 


^ ThrK! dcpRiffl (511 (Mch, Me. 

i u*., indtuive oT th« jlmtii wjiidi va* tlw®e yard* higb. 

* Two aiaitmWnna foUmr bere. A third » given sbonl the Motte af the page. 

♦ HMbl-cea (Jki^} i« writliai to the mUHiecript, but it Lm* doah* a 

. thj# domed epM* «»d the piOtiif wnW tH* to mow tton 4 jnirfi e«h *»y. 

‘Tto bdght of tto biutaing ehould to 22J yards ■* pven Worn. Tto lotol height b oqHwt. 


fof tbe baiLimJ dHloiirv htX- 
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side, where the pillar is placed and the puUejs stnnd, a epMc of about the dicumfenace of tho- 
piJIar be Jcft out at either end and the rest of the building raised to a height of two jaids. Now 
the stone pillar should again be raised with the help of ropes and placed on the top of the newly 
raised walls. (When the gap Las been fill€id in), the pillar may again be rolled over to that side 
and leafing out a space of aboot the circumference of the pillar the rest of the stmcturo raised 
to a height of two j-aids exactly in the same way as before. In this manner the pillar may bo 
raised two yards at a time until it reaches the top of the building of which the total height would 
twenty one yards and a half. Then the whole of the top surface (of the third storey) should 
be levelled «p, the central space, where the pillar ui to be set up, with stone and mortar and the 
surrounding portion^ with Ktone-[10:Wf]-in mud. 

Then the pedestal on which the pillar will stand should be firmly fired in the centre of the 
platforni with such precision and accuracy that it may be perfectly level, without the sUghtest 
me tion to jinj ddo. Three atone beactm mch meaeurmg seveo in length, one yaid in 

h«eht .«a om VMI d«p .bould (hen b. fix«l on th. e«,l nod «»t of tke iohImoL* 0™,' 

tho ixri on , 1,0 Mt of .1. p.dcW.1 .hoold then b. pbc«l .notbe, «oo. ho«n 

owm yord. in loogth and on. yarf bigb; and over tba cnatarn and waatem boama, mo Hooka 
of a on. mch ,n.«nrio, mo yarda in lon,.h and on. yaid io heish^ Tb.n on Ui. nortl aH. 

I« al I 7. « **'’ ■‘““M 

, ; ™dy (bob not «x«l) onta Uio piaar 

m erected m jts pmper poeitiori. ^ 

The Btouc pilW should now be placed on a curt with smaH and revolving wheels and moved 
to one Bide until the base of the pillar is in line with the top * ^ 

After this, 24 pulleys should be set up iu this way'^ 

Od the (toutli Bide njidiely 
towAtdfl the mosque, 8 pulleys* 

,™**’ ' o’ *“ It** of 

of th. .ton. pdlai. « palloyao .i,. ^ 

At the cast aud u'est angles^ 
of the pillar and near its 
base 2 pulleys on either aide 
(i.e., four pulleys in all). 

The pulleys on the east and west should be set .,p (in two rows the first t»w ftf ft. 

B d T’ ^°r yn^ftoB tb. Sr T 

.ad., thra., fou, p,.B .liooM b. conatmctal on .ilb.r .id. of ,b. piUar L f It' 

P-™ of tb. dooi... tboa t_n„, V l^d, of tb, 

LS't ft ::r 

’r.b‘X'T 

• Litetmlly the wpitli Lj j„ *1.. 

The srehetl . hsiaben .mund the wn!t,J ^ *'• whieh » ealy 

■ m. .. mb a.. „,1 .b_ ..™„ 

Ami of title yftfti libA anti ftr-wm i Tt , ^ 

• *>.. the Cfuitna ]hm of th* whole nilW ^ CTMUiEi U» woaih. 

of the rciteaul. straight lUw with, U» HatraJ line of the gap left op the a«th ule 

• N. N. E, Bffl} If. N. 

' ThLi daOBe W it nuodi in the tnaniueriirt h Tmi..dalli SL ,> 

pt b Tinmtelh^tfe. Cttmpw text ttn» JS sod ifl, folki ido (ftj, 
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aooa as the upper extrenuty of the pillar has been raised one yard above the (levelled) enrface, 
a atonC'io-iDDd gtructure may be eonstructerl under it at once. When this structure is completed, 
the ropes of the pullevs may be polled apain and iks the upper end of the pillar risea higher and 
higher the gtone’iu-mvid structure should also be raised. ^\Tien the piUar arrives in front (i,e,, 
about the level) of the twelve yard pier the beam and wheel may bo removed from that pier 
and a sloping pSshtb in stoae-aiid*niud constructed under the column. Now the ropes of the 
puHeva should again be pulled; and three more wheels and three more pulleys should be set up 
on either side of the pillar, and the ropes pulled. When the pillar has been raised five ya^ 
higher, the upper one^thiid of it will reach the beam of the eleven yard pier. From tlua pier 
the beam, wheels, etc., should now be removed. The King’s onlers were oheyed awl pHl^^ 
reached (the top level of) this pier. (The King then ordered that) all the ropes wliich were tied 
to the lower one-third of the pillar should be toroed about (*,e., shifted) and ti«i to the upper 
one-third onlv; and that all the wheels, the ropes of which have any bclination towards the 
lower end of the pillar, shoiilil be set up near the upper end so that the angle of ineliofttion of 
the lower end of the pillar may not be mow than is really desirable. So it was done and the 
pillar (i.e., its upper end) was raised another 5 yards and nearly to a vertical poaifoo. But 
as on three aides of the pillar was a stone structure and the King fearc<l lest the pillar base should 
strike against the stones with a soddeo force ntid be injured, which Oral forbid, accordiog to 
the King’s orders and to alleviate his [104-*] fears, the pillar was tied with 35 strong ropes to 
the two masonry piers in front of it and instructioos were given that these ropes should be tied 
.correctly so that while permitting the piUar to be raiecil to the peipendicolsr position they wouW 
prevent it from striking (against the stones oround its base). And that a brge pillow of suck- 
cloth ten vards long and one yartl in diameter should be filled with grass and placed between 
the pillar and the siirrounding stone structure, so that the pillar should move slowly without 
striking against the stone structure with a sudden force. So it was done; (and) on t\ednesday 
the ith of the month of §afar. 769 (A.H.) (=3(lth September, 1367 .\,C,) the pillar stood er«t 
in the desired position. The same day, according te the Royal orders, the two stones on the 
north which were kept ready for the purpose, wens also fised at the base of the pillar which was 
thus eoclosed by atones to a height of two yards on all sides. No other man’s schemes, not 
ewn a word from any wise man. engineer, orehiteet, mason, or Jaboureri had anything what¬ 
soever to do with this achievement. From the scheme of taking down the pillar, its transporta¬ 
tion by boats, removal to the Ixiats and from the boats to the fort, and its re-ereCtlon thcrem, 
«, well as the coostruction of the boilding oo which il was erected, every one of these works was 
done exactly according to the orders and suggestions of His Majesty fhe King, the refuge o 
Faith, may God ^ve him power «lwa>-8 to preserve and establish pious institutions (for pobbe 


welfare). Anien'l , . , 

Then on the north aide, too, whieli was vacant up to that time was constructed n hart,on 

of stone-in-mortirr aliove the stones surrounding the pillar base so that the pillar was enc 
bv solid structures on all sides to a height of eight yanls. Then, all the pulleys and.pjers. sup- 
Jrts and buttresses. everytWng in short set up for erecting the pillar, [lOii^,] wera pulled dow^i 
^th the exception of the four masonry piers around the pillar. .Wr this a pavement o imloured 
Stones was laid aU round the monolith which was gilded, and a gilt fioial, seven and a half ya^ 
in height, nod con^sting of a pedestal (ter^T “ myrobalan-shupeil ornament {^iifo 

Z.) a flat moulding (tos ^), a dentil reel (/^), a vase (r«*u ^), a second ^el and 
smaller vase {subuchai and a thinl reel, a flask (sufdAi and a credent (omA - ), 

was put up on the top of the pillar as the crowning ornament . Then the covering o 
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Which had been wrapped and bound all lonnd the body of the pillar ejnee the lOth of 
t^he month fof Muharram) waa removed, and, aa it was removed, the men repoliabed the pillar 
e oTO descending. After this the four maaoary piem were also dismantled. Thou the King 
sen^ ot the wise men and for his (*p^neeTS, architects and masons, and said, " This lofty pillar 
white ,t was standing on the ground, was buried in the foimdationa to a depth of three ya«fe 
u now t at It as been erected on the top of suoh a lofty bniWing. only two yards of it is fised 
m the mascnr^^ though m fact it ought to have been more ermly fined here. But if more of 

derTa!^! ^ !, Everyone was fc«wil- 

ima^ f ^ impossibie. Deep as they dug into the depths of thought and 

Vdr tb r aii^wer worth presenting, they sneeJL not. 

the p^wtion of understanding which the Almigbtv God has bestowed opon IDs JIaiestr 

LTdt "»•» • ^ .Jl^uZpZ 

?k^ “eh upper stone beinir 

stanch nj ifc''^ eonstructed and arranged like the pedestal of a cam«^ 

of his Doirerful Ki««l™ 1 .1 * ^ ** oterosl olistcooo 

iostteZ^^ tho stoos. «„ i. ^ 

X'Ti 

r "r- ^ ■*“ s'r - 

Faitliful. May God make this mighty Kiuodol f for the 

^abed), none but ^*”T ”** ^-^Ttetioa at Firo- 

plans or particular detaib. ' ' bad any aay in the matter of genera]; 


Morpc—M-^lII.0.eo_51 34 ?— 300 . 
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1 ^ 







1 J >!/1>^jy_ J (;jC-{jf ti -'■ I^U/L-1 





Cilt l‘i 



<'inihlrLlPUii^ fiililkilivE<[niis f»f II d|ri|i:|l)R'. 01 v'Jkril-^ Ehel L'iUk tn ^-1 Up llit^ pllEiir. 






















?* 1%U uf tllD nUm.^y 

















































































Kiiil^linif Ilf rlii- I si Ktcjri'v mid rjiEHiii-i' tlu' {lilljiL' oli to hn ii>^i by yf rQ|peti. 
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